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This issue of the Pentecostal Messenger is dedicated to prayer.  Paul writes powerful 
instructions to Timothy in 1 Timothy 2:8, “I will therefore that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” (KJV). As believers we are called to 
pray.

The articles and columns in this issue will take a look at various aspects of prayer 
and hopefully provide inspiration for both personal and corporate prayer. This issue 
also contains the highlights from Summerfest 2014 in Baltimore, MD, including the 
winners of the National Talent Expo and Impact Bible Quiz National Tournament.
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Starting on June 17 through the 21st, Impact Student 
Ministries invaded the city of Baltimore, Maryland 
(which became the first East Coast venue to hold 
a Summerfest) as districts from across the nation 
joined to participate in Summerfest XIV.

Fifteen hundred people gathered at Trinity Life 
Church in June, to kick off the National Teen and 
Kids Talent Expo. From Tuesday to Thursday, a record 
breaking 340 Teens and Kids shared their God-
given talents by performing in, dance, art, poetry, 
singing, and much more. The audience made each 
performance special by cheering and encouraging 
the contestants to do their best. Throughout the 
week we were honored to have Messenger College 
and the World Missions’ department join us and 
let people know what they were about as they 
introduced their teams at their booths. As talent 
concluded late Thursday afternoon, Teens and Kids 
were invited back to party with the Impact Kids 
Team and Messenger College for the first annual 
Kids and Teen Party, which included more than 200 
in attendance. They celebrated a job well done with 
rap battles, cotton candy, snow cones, giveaways, 
and memorable connections with others from across 
the nation. Not only did we hold parties, but we also 

Blue Hothouse grew up in a Cherokee family richly 
influenced by Cherokee traditions. In his early life, 
he suffered the same hardships and struggles as 
his ancestors who lived many centuries before him. 
His family totally depended upon nature and their 
environment for their survival. After white man’s law 
became the rule, the Cherokee culture diminished. 
During Blue’s childhood and youth, he witnessed 
and encountered many painful incidents as a result 
of European and Native American cultural conflict. 
From his early childhood through his adult years, he 
encountered discrimination, racism, and extreme 
poverty. This book is part of recent efforts being 
made to recapture the lost heritage of the Cherokee 
people to prevent it from dying out with Blue’s 
generation. In CHEROKEE BLUE, Blue Hothouse shares 
his life experiences to preserve the rich Cherokee 
heritage for the younger Cherokee generation.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Sherry Laymon is a native Arkansan whose 

books and articles focus on Arkansas, Southern, 
and American history. She earned a doctorate 
degree from Arkansas State University in 2005. Her 
dissertation, PFEIFFER COUNTRY: THE TENANT FARMS 
AND BUSINESS ACTIVITIES OF PAUL PFEIFFER IN 
CLAY COUNTY, ARKANSAS 1902-1954, was published 
by Butler Center Books, (Little Rock) in April 2009, 
and FEARLESS, JOHN L MCCLELLAN, UNITED 
STATES SENATOR was published by Tate Publishing 
(Mustang, Oklahoma) in November 2011. Her articles, 
JOHN MCCLELLAN AND THE ARKANSAS RIVER 
NAVIGATION PROJECT and ARKANSAS’S DARK AGES: 
THE STRUGGLE TO ELECTRIFY ARKANSAS won the 
Arkansas Historical Association’s Violet Gingles Award 
in 2010 and 2011, respectively. She has other works 
in the publication process. 

You can purchase the book in print or digital 
format from www.amazon.com. 

challenged teens, kids, and leaders to participate in our 2nd annual 5K. 
One hundred runners participated and completed the 3.1 course as 
onlookers cheered them across the finish line.

Besides the “killer” parties and 5K that took place, one could not be 
bored when visiting Baltimore. We made sure there were plenty of 
places for people to go and explore. With the venue just 15 minutes 
away from beautiful, downtown Baltimore, attendees found beautiful 
harbor docks, Fort McHenry, plenty of shopping, museums, aquariums, 
and delicious food. Not only was Baltimore our only destination for 
exploration, but on Saturday June 21, we chartered four tour buses to 
Washington, DC where we explored our nation’s history, visited the 
Smithsonian museum, the Lincoln Memorial, the Vietnam Memorial, 
the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial, and the Washington Monument. What a memorable life time 
experience to take home!

Friday night following the performances, activities, and multiple 
connections, we all gathered under one roof to give honor to the one 
true God. When the countdown struck zero Teena Skiles welcomed 
everyone and introduced Abby Skiles who kicked the service off with 
the declaration of the word. Worship began with the Impact Kids Team 
leading the crowd in a song followed by the SOS Church band, who 
led hundreds of people into the presence of God. Teen Talent alumni, 
Daughters of Divine Worship, shared their love and talent of dance with 
three songs that communicated the power of God’s presence. When 
worship ended Joe Skiles took the stage for the last time as National 
Youth Director and delivered a message entitled “Oh say can you see”. 
Brother Skiles encouraged leaders and students to see the path God 
has set for them and to grasp it with all of their might, letting them 
know that he believes in them, their leaders believe in them, and most 
importantly God believes in them. 

As the service concluded Joe and Teena Skiles and their family were 
recognized for their 7 years of service in Impact Student Ministries with 
a gift; a 7-day trip to Disney World as a thank you for their hard work 
during their tenure. Following an emotional farewell, the mantel was 
passed on to Randy and Dawn Lawrence as they were welcomed into 
their new role as National Youth Directors. 

Summerfest XIV was one to remember and a tremendous success. If you 
missed out this year, please feel free to look up our hashtag #sfest14 to 
review the connections and memories made in Baltimore, MD. 

We also wish to invite you to San Diego, CA for Summerfest 2015, June 
23-27. 

*PM: Blue Hothouse has been a minister with the PCG for over 40  years. The information provided below on his biography, 
written by Sherry Laymon, is neither an endorsement or a review of the book, but simply an informational piece to inform our 
readers of the release of his autobiography. 
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The following is a glimpse of an interview on 
prayer. For the full interview please visit 
www.pcgeye2eye.net

Prayer is the foundation of our walk with God. 
The disciples witnessed the miraculous as 
they followed Christ. In the 11th chapter 
of Luke, their spirits stirred as Jesus 

communicated with the Father; after all they had seen Him do, the one 
thing they asked was “Teach us to pray.”

We know the value Jesus placed on prayer that day to the disciples. 
We also know our prayer life today is the single most important 
component to our relationship with the Father.

Three different people from three walks of life give their unique 
perspective on prayer.

Sister Patsy Taylor from Hartford, CT:
General Bishop: How do you personally define prayer?
Patsy Taylor: As a time of communicating with God; that means 

listening and talking with Him. It’s a time to express myself in thanks 
and adoration, and also a time of confession—pouring out and making 
my requests known to Him. It’s a time of listening to His voice and 
having sweet fellowship with Him. I count it a privilege to be able to talk 
to a powerful God and place my life before the Creator who knows who 
I am and still loves and cares about me the same.

General Bishop: What verses of Scripture are important to you on the 
subject of prayer?

Patsy Taylor: The following verses are really important to me on the 
subject of prayer: Psalms 66:18; Jeremiah 33:3; James 5:16; 2 Chronicles 
7:14.

Bishop José Rivas:
General Bishop: How do you personally define prayer?
Bishop José Rivas: Prayer is the direct communication to the Father 

through Jesus.
Y todo lo que pidiereis al Padre en mi nombre, esto haré, para que el 

Padre sea glorificado en el Hijo. (Juan 14:13, RVES).
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Charles Scott is the General Bishop of the Pentecostal Church of God and author of the book Storms Don’t Bother Me. 
Follow him on Twitter @generalbishop.

ABSOLUTE

A Look Into The Past
INTERVIEWS ON PRAYER

General Bishop: What verses of 
Scripture are important to you on 
the subject of prayer?

Bishop José Rivas: Jeremiah 
33:3—Through prayer God will 
reveal to us great and amazing 
things, and also His response 
is quick to our prayer. Matthew 
6:10—We ask for His will to be 
done as it is in heaven. 1 John 
5:14, “And this is the confidence 
that we have in Him, that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he 
hears us.” James 1:5, NKJV). “If any 
of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 
God, who gives to all liberally and 
without reproach, and it will be 
given” (ESV).

Jeff Carrico, a student at 
Messenger college:

General Bishop: How do you 
personally define prayer?

Jeff Carrico: As an open line of 
communication between us and 
God. It is our direct approach to 
His throne room; our prayers and 
heaven’s response.

General Bishop: What verses of 
Scripture are important to you on 
the subject of prayer?

Jeff Carrico: 1 John 5:14-15; 
Jeremiah 33:3; Philippians 4:6-7; 
Psalm 55:22. 

The Pentecostal Church of God has had many looks and logos. Here is a 
look at how far our logos have come!
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I read a quote recently that said, “There is not 
in the world a kind of life more sweet and 
delightful than that of a continual conversation 
with God.” The Psalmist said, “He that dwelleth in 

the secret place of the Most High shall abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty.” The truth concerning 
prayer/communion with the Father could not be 
made any clearer. I believe every child of God looks 
longingly toward the inner sanctuary and the 
mercy-seat, yet all do not dwell in that Secret Place. 

They may run to it at times and enjoy an occasional visit, but they do 
not habitually reside in its mysterious presence. There are those who, 
through God’s rich grace and their own perseverance, obtain unusual 
and continuous communion with God. They abide in Christ and Christ 
in them and become possessors of rare and special benefits missed by 
those who follow from afar and grieve the Holy Spirit of God. But to 
those who dwell in that Secret Place and come to know the love of God 
in Christ Jesus, to them the veil is rent, the mercy-seat is revealed, the 
covering cherubs are manifested, and the awesome glory of the Most 
High is apparent.

When we dwell in the Secret Place of the Most High, we experience 
unrestrained communion. It is in this setting that God’s children make 
known their hearts’ desires, needs, thoughts, feelings, doubts, and 
anxieties, as well as their joys, to God, as to a loving and close Friend. 
Yet, it is not all one-sided. The Almighty Friend admits His chosen ones 
into His Secret Place, which seems beyond the realm of possibility. 
But He Himself permits it, even desires it, which teaches us that it is 
communion we are called to. 

The question then is, “Where is that Secret Place?” The Secret Place 
is the place we go to spend time with God in prayer and communion. 
It is there that God reveals His mind, His plans, His ways, and His 
thoughts to us. It’s there where things that are hidden from angels are 
manifested to His friends. It is in His Secret Place that God gives you 
confidence, strength, courage, or passion, a love for people, or where 
strongholds are pulled down, vain imaginations are vanquished, and a 
new revelation of His Word is realized. It is there that the anointing, the 
freedom, and the power of God is acquired. It is there that God’s glory 
is manifested, liberty is experienced, and dreams become reality; it is in 
the Secret Place where you develop a longing for God’s presence. 

After 44 years of ministry, I can tell you that without paying the price 
or making the sacrifice in order to “dwell in the Secret Place of the Most 
High,” you will never achieve God’s best for yourself, your family, or your 
church. Why is that? The answer is simple. To dwell under the shadow 
of the Almighty you must walk near Him, and if you’re not walking 

near Him, then you’re walking 
at a distance. By walking at a 
distance, continual intimacy and 
communion with Father God will 
never be realized. 

Anyone can enjoy the blessings 
and benefits of dwelling in the 
Secret Place, but not without a 
disciplined life of prayer. When we 
allow our schedules, interruptions, 
or whatever to rob us of 
communion time with the Father, 
old problems reoccur, strongholds 
crop up, vain imaginations begin 
to run wild, friendships suffer, 
faithfulness to church drops off, 
and issues at work are resurrected. 
When these things occur in my life, 
I run back to the Secret Place and 
acknowledge my need of God’s 
grace to help me, because I can’t 
do it in my own strength. There is 
no new formula, method, or plan. 
We work, but in dependence upon 
Him. God doesn’t work without 
us, but with us, through us, in us, 
and we work in Him. Philippians 
2:13 declares, “for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to 
do for his good pleasure” (ESV). 
What God asks us to do does not 
imply that we have the power to 
do them by our own strength; only 
through our dependence upon 
Him for the GRACE of obedience 
can we accomplish them. 

The choice is ours, not God’s. To 
make it to the Secret Place, and 
then to abide there, will be one 
of life’s greatest challenges, and 
one with the greatest rewards and 
blessings. You can do it with God’s 
help. So, JUST DO IT!  

Loyd Naten is the General Secretary of the Pentecostal Church of God.

DWELLING IN THE SECRET PLACE



I have a growing conviction 
in my life; more pronounced 
with each day, that the 
nation and people of Israel 
must be at the center of our 
intercession before the Lord. 

Never has this been more vital to our witness as 
Christians! Here are five urgent prayer points for us as 
believers to keep continually before us:

1. The dramatic rise in global anti-Semitism
In our world today, there is no indication that anti-

Semitism is on the decline, but rather rising. If we 
believe that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s descendants 
were chosen by God to fulfill a special, unique calling 
in the earth, we must unite our voices in prayer and 
action to counter the constant, belligerent attacks 
against the Jewish people. 

Currently, as Israel exerts its self-defense against 
the barrage of rocket fire perpetrated by Hamas 
from the Gaza Strip, Jewish people worldwide were 
targeted by an outbreak of anti-Semitic acts in a host 
of global cities and nations. From Fort Lauderdale 
to France, an international surge of anti-Israel 
demonstrations condemned Israel as a bloodthirsty 
nation attempting to kill civilians in Gaza, despite 
the fact that the Israeli forces sent thousands of text 
messages warning the people of Gaza, beforehand, 
of the counter attacks to come against Hamas in the 
region. 

Seeing these events, we as Christians must pray 
that in place of anti-Semitism, God will raise up those 
who will love and stand with Israel, whom God has 
appointed as “a people for Himself” (Deut. 7:6).

2. Scripture commands us to pray.
By this time, this truth should be self-evident in our 

churches and Christian communities, but from my 
experience it is clear to me that we still have much 
work to do in making this truth known.

Isaiah 62:6-7 (NIV) exhorts us, “You who call on 
the LORD, give yourselves no rest, and give him no 
rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes her the 
praise of the earth.” Do you call on the Lord today as a 
believer in Him? Then this Scripture and many others 
are speaking to you about the importance of living as 
a Watchman for Israel.

We are commanded not to lose heart in this hour 
of trial, but to pray fervently in unity until the Lord 

establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth. 
3. Current shifting within world governments
It is not a guarantee that America and other nations will continually 

stand with Israel, even if they have in the past. We need to be praying 
that our US president, the Israeli prime minister, and government 
leaders around the world will defend the position of Israel relative to 
other nations. 

Israel has been called by God to be a light to the nations (Isa. 49:6). If 
Israel arises in righteousness, the nations will experience the Word of 
the Lord coming forth from Zion (Isa. 2:1-3). 

4. Our common enemy is advancing further against us 
Literally every day, I hear of new cases of aggressive encroachment 

by radical Muslims into regions traditionally non-Muslim. In the same 
spirit in which Israel’s enemies have tried to obliterate the Jewish people 
repeatedly throughout history, this time they are coming not just for 
Jews, but also for Christians and the West. If you are a person who calls 
on the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and lives by the Bible, you are 
an infidel and automatically the enemy—one who would be classified 
among the dhimmi (second-class people) under Muslim Shari’ah law.

Because Israel represents the testimony of God in the earth, Israel and 
all who stand with her are under constant threat from God’s enemies, 
such as Al-Aqsa TV programming in the Gaza region which, since 
the recent war, introduced a new teddy-bear puppet character who 
declares that Palestinian children should join the jihad fighters of Hamas 
to attack Israel. 

We must pray that all threats of radical Islam against Israel and the 
Church will be exposed and thwarted by the power of God.

5. The future of our children and grandchildren depends on it!
The challenge before us is not just a matter of today’s difficulty—it 

is a crisis over tomorrow’s legacy. Everyday I live with the question 
resounding in my mind, “What kind of society will my grandchildren live 
in?” We must not make the error that King Hezekiah made, who, when 
he told his sons they would fall captive to the Babylonians, happily 
concluded that “there will be peace and security in my lifetime” (Isa. 
39:8, NIV).

Will the watchmen of our Lord, for Israel and His Kingdom, hear the 
call in this hour? I thank God that these watchmen are arising around 
the world with greater strength than ever before; yet we are still far from 
where we need to be.

As I consider a city like London—once a bastion of Christianity, and 
now a growing base for radical Islam— I am gripped with the urgency 
of faithfully and fervently praying for Israel in this day in which we live. If 
we as the Body of Christ do not arise as a corporate Esther now, “for such 
a time as this,” there will not be a future of freedom-loving society where 
our sons and daughters can have the ability to worship openly. Beloved, 
we must pray!

Get involved today! I invite you to join more than 175 nations and 
500,000 churches in setting aside the first Sunday of every October 
as the Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem. This year’s date is 
October 5, 2014. For more information, visit www.daytopray.com or call 
1-800-51-WINGS. 
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Prayer 
is the most-participated-in activity of the church today, at least 
according to statistics. Barna Research Group states that slightly more 
than four out of five adults in the U.S. (84 percent) claim they had prayed 
in the past week. This has been the case since Barna began tracking the 
frequency of prayer in 1993.

Christians are supposed to pray; that’s good. The X-factor in Barna’s 
research is that a majority of those who pray don’t consider themselves 
to be born-again, committed Christians. I have known those, and I am 
certain that you know some as well, who consider themselves to be 
believers in God, but feel no need to be connected to the local church. I 
have even known of individuals who profess themselves to be atheists 
who pray when the desperation level is high enough.

U.S. News and the Internet site, Beliefnet, funded a poll to learn more 
about who, why, how, where, and when people pray. Here is a summary 
of the findings:

• 75% were Christian.
• 64% say they pray more than once a day.
• 56% say they, most often, pray for family members, with 3.3% 
saying that they pray for strangers.
• A little over 38% say that the most important purpose of 
prayer is intimacy with God.
• 41% say that their prayers are answered often.
• 1.5% say that their prayers are never answered.
• Over 73% say when their prayers are not answered, the most 
important reason is because they did not fit God’s plan.
• 5% say that they pray most often in a house of worship.
• 79% say that they pray most often at home.
• 67% say that in the past six months, their prayers have related 
to continually giving thanks to God. (Pastor’s Weekly Briefing, 
12/24/04)

I am sure that some of these percentages have changed since this 
poll is almost 10 years old. The point, however, is that people pray. I 
was somewhat surprised when I began to do some research on the 
subject of prayer and found that people prayed much more than I 
realized. Looking at prayer from a pastoral perspective, it was much 
easier to get the church involved in some form of recreational activity 
than it was to an ongoing commitment to prayer. It is interesting to 
note that the Bible places more emphasis on the importance of prayer 
than it does on the importance of preaching. The Bible contains 377 

Prayer
By: Don Manning
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references to praise, 375 references to prayer, and 79 references to 
preaching. Both are of great importance, but only one has the potential 
to incorporate the masses of the church. Can you guess which one that 
would be? I understand that there are certain standards that we identify 
to determine the validity of a person’s prayers. I am more intrigued by 
the number of people who find prayer important. Especially intriguing 
are those who are willing to try prayer based on the level of their 
desperation. When we can’t control the circumstances or the results 
of what is taking place in our lives, we seem to feel like prayer is the 
one thing that can influence the end results. We can spend much time 
debating the fruitfulness of a person’s prayer efforts, but we cannot 
debate their obvious hope in the fact that prayer can change their 
situation.

Maybe it is in our times of desperation that we really become more 
closely connected to God and His Word. Consider what the apostle Paul 
wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (NKJV).

Rejoicing cannot take place until our concerns are resolved, and the 
best way for that to happen is through prayer. Prayer not only connects 
us to God, but it gives us perspective concerning the season that we are 
experiencing. It also affirms our belief in God. Out of that affirmation 
come the fruits of thanksgiving and rejoicing. What a blessing it is to 
enjoy an uninterrupted spirit of prayer that finds its place in every 
season and dimension of our lives. It makes no difference as to the 
location or the situation. We have been provided with an everlasting 
invitation to join continually with the Creator of all things.

HOW IMPORTANT AND HOW EFFECTIVE IS PRAYER? A study, 
conducted by Rich Deem and GodandScience.org, concerned the 
importance of prayer as it relates to healing. A group of physicians used 

double blind “drugs” that studied 
the efficacy of Christian prayer 
on healing. Patients from the San 
Francisco General Medical Center 
were randomly divided into 
placebo and test groups. Patients 
in the test group were prayed for 
by Christians; the placebo group 
received no prayer. There were no 
statistical differences between the 
placebo and the prayer groups 
before prayer was initiated. 
The results demonstrated that 
patients who were prayed for 
suffered “less congestive heart 
failure, required less diuretic 
and antibiotic therapy, had 
fewer episodes of pneumonia, 
had fewer cardiac arrests, and 
were less frequently intubated 
and ventilated” (Rich Deem, 
GodandScience.org).

IS PRAYER IMPORTANT? Does prayer make a 
difference? The research is in and the undeniable 
results show that prayer is not only a viable part 
of the believer’s life, but it also produces benefits 
that are essential to the health of our society. The 
question no longer pertains to the relevance of 
prayer, but rather, how do we harness the potential of 
those prayers for the greater purpose of God.

Consider the following declarations that were 
made by the different age groups. Forty-nine percent 
of teens say they would be likely to attend prayer 
meetings before or after school (Foster Letter, 6/04). 
Twenty percent of Americans 45 or older who 
are somewhat religious cite prayer as their most 
satisfying spiritual or religious experience (Foster 
Letter, 2/05). The greatest challenge we face is how 
to connect these two groups and implement their 
common feelings to produce a strong, vibrant, and 
active church. There should be no generational gap 
in this common communion with God. To better 
equip us for connecting the two, we probably need a 
working definition of what prayer really entails.

Though prayer also includes adoration (e.g., Psalm 
144-150, Luke 1:46-55), confession (e.g., Psalm 51; 
Luke 18:13), and thanksgiving (e.g., Psalm 75; 1 
Thessalonians 1:2 ), Christian prayer has always 
been essentially petitionary. There has always been 
a shared belief that God could be petitioned to 
intervene and effect changes in nature, in the course 
of world events, and perhaps most importantly, in 

the ongoing experiences of our lives. The immediate source of this 
confidence came from the teachings and examples of Jesus Himself.

Matthew 6:9-13
“Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. And do not 
lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen

Or, how about this verse?

Matthew 7:7-8
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 

it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (NKJV).

It is no problem to document that Jesus’ instructions were taken to 
heart by his disciples: there were prayers for the selection of leaders, 
for deliverances from prisons, for the spread of the gospel, for healings, 
and for numerous other concerns. God is still answering the petitionary 
prayers of his people.

It can be argued concerning the proper form for prayer that is offered 
to God. We all know that in times of emergency, the name of Jesus 
is all that is needed to move the hand of God. Desiring not to enter 
into theological debate with anyone, and simply for the purpose of 
instruction and understanding, it is most commonly accepted that 
Christian prayer is to be prayed “in the name of Christ.”

John 14:13-14
“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it” 
(NKJV).

John 16:23-28
“And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, 

whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until now you 
have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy 
may be full. These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; 
but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative 
language, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. . .. In that day you 
will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father 
for you; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, 
and have believed that I came forth from God. I came forth from the 
Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to 
the Father” (NKJV).

This is not some magical formula. It signifies that the petitioner takes 
the posture and attitude of Christ toward God the Father and toward 
the world. To pray “in his name” is to pray in a manner consistent with 
our new identity (we are a new creation). To pray in his name is a matter 
of integrity. If we declare ourself to be a follower of Jesus Christ, then 
we must not only be like Him but must obey his instruction. That means 
to use Jesus’ name in prayer is not some sort of password that can be 

used indiscriminately by every petitioner. It is only 
effective to pray in Jesus’ name if we are truly living in 
the name of Jesus.

Finally, HOW IMPORTANT IS PRAYER IN SHARING 
THE GOSPEL? Absolutely vital! Engaging in 
evangelism without prayer is like entering the 
battlefield without a weapon. That is why the apostle 
Paul ends his great sermon on the armor of God 
by warning that the spiritual soldier must “with all 
prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit” 
(Ephesians 6:18). When a study was conducted on 
growing and spiritually healthy churches, one of the 
vital elements that contributed to the growth of the 
church was found to be an emphasis on prayer. The 
pastors universally responded, “What we are seeing 
is the result of prayer.” Yes they had other things they 
could point to as well, but universally, prayer was the 
catalyst for what God was doing in the church. Every 
great move of God has been birthed from prayer. 
You will never take back what the enemy has stolen 
without being equipped and fully committed to 
making a difference.

There is no magic formula for a dynamic prayer 
life. It is not something you can learn in a seminar. 
It is something that is instilled in you from the very 
beginning of your life with Jesus. There are some 
very vital habits that believers need to develop if 
they desire the fullness and blessing of God in their 
life. It is vital to be a student of the Word, which 
is evidenced by the apostle Paul’s instruction to 
Timothy (2 Timothy 2:15).

Another vital practice is a consistent prayer life. 
A consistent prayer life begins with the belief that 
prayer makes a difference. From this belief is born the 
desire to pray. As you give yourself to that intimate 
communication with Abba Father, you fall further in 
love with him. In that love relationship, it becomes 
unimaginable that prayer is something you do only 
when you have nothing else to do. If we are to be a 
genuine disciple of Jesus Christ, then we must get 
back to the basics.

“I desire therefore that men pray everywhere, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” (1 
Timothy 2:8, 9). 

“I was somewhat surprised 
when I began to do some 
research on the subject 
of prayer and found 
that people prayed much 
more than I realized.”
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tree. Sometimes we’d even go to a farm and pick out our tree, cutting 
it down with our bare hands (and a handsaw, of course). We’d tie the 
tree up, throw it on top of the car, and drive it home. Then we’d pull 
it through the house, dropping hundreds of pine needles all over the 
floor, and attempt to set it up in the living room. We’d pluck, and prune, 
and cut, and adjust, and turn until it finally looked appealing. Then we’d 
hang the ornaments, being careful to cover the gaps in the branches 
with strategically placed red and green bulbs of glass and cheap ash 
trays covered in glitter containing pictures of us in kindergarten. It was a 
grand time.

So, when Kristi and I reached our first November as a married couple, 
we started to think about buying a Christmas tree of our own. We 
decided to get a real one and headed to the nearest tree farm. But 
our elation quickly turned to disillusion when we realized we could 
not agree on which tree to buy. For the next hour, we searched and 
searched, up and down every row—at least twice. Disillusionment 
eventually turned to flat-out anger, as we both began to despise each 
other’s opinions of pine trees. One was too short, one was too fat, one 
was too skinny, one was too tall, one looked too fake, and, if I recall 
correctly, I think we even argued about one looking too real.

Eventually, the tree gods smiled upon us, and we found one we both 
liked. Unfortunately, it was the most expensive one on the lot. Most of 
the trees were about $25. This tree was $75. The only thing we could 
agree on that day was that the extra $50 would be less expensive than 
two divorce lawyers. So, to save our marriage before our first joyous, 
loving, heartwarming Christmas together ended it, we bought the tree. 
As we left the lot with our marriage-saving tree tied to the roof of our 
car, we vowed to never again have a real tree in our home.

When that first Christmas ended, it was hard to do away with our 
$75 tree. It was the most expensive thing we had bought as a married 
couple at that point. It was like gold or a treasured family heirloom. I 
had visions of handing it down to our children and grandchildren. But 
soon our neighbors started complaining about the lights still shining in 
the window, and Kristi couldn’t vacuum fast enough to keep the needles 
off the floor, so we un-decorated the brown, $75, marriage-saving tree 
and carried it out to the road, never to be seen again.

With the marriage-saving tree gone, we set out to find a fake tree on 
clearance before they all disappeared for the season.

Unlike our first tree search, we found a fake tree fairly quickly at a 
nearby store. It was significantly discounted, and looked quite nice. It 
was very realistic and had a base that spun. But much like the first tree 
search, this one led to yet another argument.

It was a pre-lit tree, and we had a choice of either clear lights or 
colored lights. Options are not good for our relationship. I wanted 
colored lights, but Kristi wanted clear lights. After much debate, 
I recalled our previous Christmas tree debacle and gave into her 
demands. I wanted her to be happy.

It’s a decision I’ve regretted ever since.
The next Christmas, we pulled out our new, fake tree and set it 

up. Kristi loved it. She said it looked so clean and crisp with its clear, 
uncolored lights. I thought it looked dull and bland. But she was 
happy, so I dealt with it, and I spent that Christmas sitting on our couch 
unhappily watching our uncolored tree spin on its pretty little base as 

Kristi watched it spin with glee.
The following Christmas, we set the tree up 

again—and after a few nights, Kristi shocked me with 
a change of heart. Suddenly, she didn’t like the white 
lights. She realized she preferred colored lights.

After I repeatedly used the phrase, “I told you so,” 
we began yet another tree search. But we could not 
find a comparable tree at a decent price with colored 
lights, so we dealt with the dull, bland, white lights. 
We were stuck. That year, we both sat on the couch 
and unhappily watched our uncolored tree spin on 
its pretty little base as I continued to mumble, “I told 
you so.” Misery loves company.

The Christmas after that, Kristi was again 
completely convinced we needed colored lights. So, 
after using the phrase “I told you so” countless times 
yet again, we took our nice, real-looking, spinning 
tree with its 1200 uncolored, pre-lit lights and 
wrapped it with hundreds of colored lights. It looked 
better when lit, but our pre-lit spinning tree was now 
nearly useless. We couldn’t let it spin, because if we 
did, it would wind itself up in the colored light cords. 
We also couldn’t use the clear, pre-lit lights because 
every time we turned them on with the colored 
lights, we blew a fuse.

I no longer had a nice Christmas tree. I now had a 
large, green, expensive, no-longer-able-to-spin light 
fixture capable of illuminating an entire city block. I 
once again looked at Kristi and said, “I told you so.”

Every year since then, she’s tried to convince me 
to buy a new tree with pre-lit, colored lights, but I 
absolutely refuse. This way, I’m able to continually 
remind her that she should have listened to me 
and that she picked out this tree we both now hate. 
And so, though we’re both unhappy with it, every 
Christmas we set up our pre-lit tree and wrap lights 
around it. And we never turn on the spinning base.

Why? Because I’m willing to be miserable if it 
means I get to say that I was right, year after year 
after year. It’s a fair exchange, as far as I’m concerned. 
I like the sound of “I told you so.”

WHY, GOD?
I don’t think I’ve ever been able to say “I told you 

so” to God, but I have argued with Him over several 
things. Why does He allow innocent children to die 
of preventable diseases? Why are so many starving 
to death? Why does He allow horrible people to gain 
power in nation after nation, only to see them kill, 
rape, and torture men, women, and children under 
their reigns? There are many atrocities in this world. 
Why does God allow them?

I see other issues as well, like family members 

Dear God,
WeNeed

to TALK
darren schalk

I have this terrible habit of always being right. I try to fight it, but for 
some reason it’s a habit I just can’t shake. Unfortunately, this habit 
often leads me into arguments. I do my best to win all arguments, 

but there are two people who always seem to get the best of me—my 
wife and God (yes, in that order).

Some people might ask at this point, “Do you really argue with God?” 
Yes, I do. And I do my best to win the arguments. As I peer into the 
Old Testament, I see lots of people arguing with God—Job, Abraham, 
Moses. Moses and Abraham even appeared to win an argument or two 
with God. (Check it out in Genesis 18:16–33 and Exodus 34:12–17.)

So, I like to think it’s okay to argue with God, because at times, He 
does things I don’t agree with. He pushes me in directions I’d rather not 
go. He asks me to do things I really don’t want to do. And when He does 
these things, I argue with Him. I rant and rave. I tell Him He’s wrong. I tell 
Him why He’s wrong. I point out, very blatantly, why I’m right.

But for some reason, I never win. I’m still trying to learn Moses’ and 
Abraham’s secrets to winning arguments with God. If I could figure out 

how to win one of these arguments, then maybe I 
could even win an argument with my wife—maybe.

Kristi and I have always bantered with one another. 
I’m opinionated, she’s opinionated, and we’re both 
open to sharing those opinions. I love having a 
partner who’s willing to engage me at such a level. 
She’s intelligent and very capable of holding her 
own, no matter what we’re arguing about. But some 
arguments are bigger than others. And one of our 
longest, ongoing arguments concerns our Christmas 
tree.

THE GREAT CHRISTMAS TREE DEBACLE
I grew up in Michigan, where nearly everyone’s an 

outdoorsman (or “outdoorswoman,” to be politically 
correct—or would it be “outdoorsperson”?). So, it was 
natural in that environment to have a real Christmas 
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suffering from addiction and bondage. I see people close to me who’ve 
been faithful to God for many years, and they’re alone, hurting, and 
financially in need. I think of my cousin who had a baby die in the womb 
just before the due date. She had to deliver the lifeless child. Or my 
college roommate, who has a son with a cyst in his brain. The cyst has 
kept part of the young child’s brain from growing in certain areas, and 
the areas it has inhibited include the boy’s speech, sight, and hearing, 
not to mention being a constant source of physical pain.

I think of these things, and I can’t help but argue with God. Why do 
the innocent so often suffer while the guilty wander the streets with 
cash in their pockets and power in their circles of influence? Why does 
God let such atrocities and sufferings happen?

These things don’t make sense to me. It seems like my way is better. If 
it were up to me, all these people would be free from sickness, bondage, 
oppression, and need. I know I’m right, but I just can’t seem to win the 
argument with God. It seems He always has to be right.

JOB’S ARGUMENT WITH GOD
I ask these questions, and I’m reminded of the story of Job in the 

Bible. He suffered. He felt the pain and agony of loss, sickness, and 
heartache. He questioned God during that time of agony.

But at least he wasn’t alone in his suffering. His wife was with him—
even though she wanted him to curse God and die. He also had some 
great friends who came along and accompanied him in his suffering—
even though all they wanted to do was talk about how Job must have 
done something wrong to warrant such punishment from God.

But in reading the Book of Job, I’ve noticed something that seems 
to repeat itself. As Job argued for his innocence with his friends, he 
also argued with God. And as he responded to the arguments his 
friends made, he often ended up responding to God, too. He would 
address his friends’ rantings but eventually bring his comments back 
to his conversation with God and his pleas before God. He hoped for 
a “heavenly hearing”—a trial with God, where he could make his case 
known. Job believed he was suffering unjustly. He believed if he could 
just speak with God face-to-face, he could convince God he was not 
deserving of all his suffering.

Job wanted to argue with God, but his friends only wanted to argue 
with Job. And in the end, God commended Job and chided his friends, 
saying to one of them, “I am angry with you and your two friends, 
because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job 
has” (Job 42:7, ESV).

I’ve often wondered about this statement, because it seems to imply 
that what the friends said about God was incorrect and out of line. But 
if you read through the book, it’s actually Job’s words that don’t sound 
right. In fact, the things the friends say sound “right-er.” Job curses the 
day of his birth and talks about God treating him unjustly. The friends 
discuss how God upholds the righteous and condemns the sinner. Their 
comments sound much more theologically sound than most of Job’s 
comments. It seems that they spoke more “rightly” of God than Job did.

But after some study, I noticed something more about that comment 
God made to Job and his friends. The Old Testament was originally 
written in the Hebrew language, and in that language, the sentence 

could be translated differently. In its original 
language, the verse could read “I am angry with you 
and your two friends, because you have not spoken 
to me what is right, as my servant Job has.”

Changing of to to in that verse shifts its entire 
meaning. Now it doesn’t matter what was said; it 
matters to whom it was said. The friends spoke only 
to Job, but Job often spoke to God Himself. Because 
of this, I’m of the opinion that one of the main 
emphases of the Book of Job is prayer.

JUST PRAY
Job talked to God; his friends did not. Job spoke 

openly and freely to God, pouring out his heart; his 
friends did not. Job even—God forbid—argued with 
God.

Seeing this, and noting God’s response to Job’s 
friends about it all, I’ve come to the conclusion that 
it doesn’t so much matter what or how we pray. The 
only thing that really matters is that we do actually 
pray.

This is why I argue with God. This is why I talk 
openly and honestly with Him. This is why I don’t shy 
away from the arguments. God knows my thoughts 
anyway, so why would I try to hide them in empty 
words of prayer that aren’t honest? Why would I ever 
pretend with God?

So, on and on I go, arguing with God every time I 
think I’m right. But (perhaps not surprisingly) much 
like my arguments with Kristi, He seems to always 
win. And the more I argue with Him, the more I 
realize how human I am and how holy He is. I don’t 
understand it all, and I probably never will, so I’ll 
most likely continue arguing with Him.

The point is, as long as I continue arguing, He’ll 
continue speaking, so I’m okay with that. And I have 
this gnawing feeling that He’s okay with that, too. 
Maybe one day I’ll get to say “I told you so” to God. 
But for some reason, a piece of me kind of hopes that 
never happens.

Unless, of course, He one day chooses clear lights 
over colored.

This was adapted from chapter 
one of Darren Schalk’s book, “Dear 
God We Need To Talk: Wrestling With 
God On Questions Of Life and Faith” 
published by Charisma House. Read 
more at www.DarrenSchalk.com 

Thank You
Thank you to our PCG family for giving us the opportunity to serve you the last seven years 
in the National OffIce with IMPACT student ministries. We have a grateful heart and will 
cherish every experience and friend that we have connected with during this season. Thank 
you to all the leaders for your kindness in giving us an unexpected parting gift; it was 
truly magical. 

Keep IMPACTING journeys and INSPIRING others to do the same.  
The Skiles Family 
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TEEN TALENT WINNERS

1 ART 
3rd- Shayan Garza Central Cal 
2nd- Cody Dent Ohio 
1st- Nick Gilsdorf E Texas

2 DIMENSIONAL ART 
3rd – Hannah Varner Arkansas 
2nd- Michaela Dove MAC 
1st- Savanna Mardock Somo

3 PHOTOGRAPHY 
3rd-Brooke Sanders SW Texas 
2nd- Alec Ogle E Texas 
1st – Hannah Pond Somo

4 POETRY 
3rd – Destiney Warren Central Cal 
2nd- Ashley Christopher Arkansas 
1st – McKenna Adams Arkansas

5 SHORT STORY 
3rd- Julia Rothchild-Silliboy Norcal 
2nd – Ryan Tipton Arkansas 
1st- Madelyn Loman Michigan 

6 SONG WRITING 
3rd-Melissa Rodgers Norcal 
2nd – Alex Ogle E Texas 
1st – Sarah Herring MAC

7 SHORT FILM  
3rd- SWTX Youth SW Texas 
2nd- Ethan Kelley Somo 
1st-iLive Student Ministries MAC

8 PERSUASIVE SPEAKING 
3rd- Zac Perritt E Texas 
2nd – Dallas Herndon MAC 
1st – Kaci Jurgensmeier Rocky 
Mountain

9 CHRISTIAN COMEDY 
3rd – Emily Coleman & Reva Klein 
Michigan 
2nd- The Two Old Geezers Norcal 
1st – Destiney Kraft Michigan

10 CHRISTIAN RAP 
1st- Tyler Williams E Texas

11 DRUM PERCUSSIONS 
3rd –Kory Blacksten Indiana 
2nd- Dakota Wurtz Central 
1st- Taran McKenzie E Texas 

12 INSTRUMENTAL SOLO 
3rd – Jaren Archer Central 
2nd – Elijah Westmoreland Indiana 
1st- Alec Ogle E Texas

13 INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE 
2nd- Katie & Kelsie Phillips E Texas 
1st- Overflow E Texas

14 CHRISTIAN BAND 
3rd- Leading the Way Rocky 
Mountain 
2nd- ReDeMption Michigan 
1st- Heart of Praise E Texas

15 MALE VOCAL 
3rd – Brandon Warren Central Cal 

2nd- Joshua Lopez Arizona 
1st – Joshua Menzel Michigan

16 FEMALE VOCAL 
3rd – Sarah Herring MAC 
2nd- Sydney Perham MAC 
1st – Moriah Rodriguera Rocky 
Mountain 

17 MULTIPLE VOICE 
3rd- The Menzel Brothers Michigan 
2nd – Caleb Rodriguez & Leah Micu 
Central Cal 
1st - Katie & Kelsi Phillips E Texas

18 INTERPRETIVE DANCE SOLO 
3rd – Danielle Dyer Arkansas 
2nd- Isaac Warran Indiana 
1st- Ebony Taylor Capital

19 INTERPRETIVE DANCE GROUP 
3rd- Epic E Texas 
2nd- Double Portion Youth Arkansas 
1st – NALWC Student Ministries 
Capital

20 THEATRICAL DRAMA 
2nd – Water Walkers Northern Cal 
1st- U Turn ALM Youth MAC

21 HUMAN VIDEO 
3rd – VOLT Indiana 
2nd- NALWC Student Ministries 
Central 
1st- Illumin 8 Youth Somo

KIDS TALENT WINNERS

1 ART 
3rd- Mia Sanson Somo 
2nd – Anna Taliaferro Arkansas 
1st – Brody Sanders SW Texas

2 DIMENSIONAL ART 
3rd – Kailey Dingle Norcal 
2nd – Jordan Roland Ohio 
1st – Mackenzie Blough Somo

3 POETRY 
3rd – Carizma Hughes Norcal 
2nd – Azara Strange MAC 
1st- Audrey Oswald Mich

4 SHORT STORY 
3rd – Emmaline Pond Somo 
2nd – Francesca Stolarz Norcal 
1st- Katlin Allen E Texas

5 PERSUASIVE SPEAKING 
3rd- Jacey Kuhn Oklahoma 
2nd – Audrey Miles E Texas
1st- Francesca Stolarz Norcal

6 CHRISTIAN COMEDY 
2nd – Emily Dickens & Joshua 
Johnson E Texas 
1st – Tyler Dingle and Francesca 
Stolarz Norcal

7 DRUM PERCUSSIONS 
3rd – Jordan Roland Ohio 
2nd – Jace Cox Norcal 
1st – VJ Hines Capital

8 INSTRUMENTAL SOLO 
3rd – Serenity Moss E Texas 
2nd – Russell Cataldo SW Texas 
1st- Emily Archer Central District

9 MALE VOCAL 
3rd – Noah Beasely Michigan 
2nd – Russell Petrey E Texas 
1st – Riley Waterman Arkansas

10 FEMALE VOCAL 
3rd – Emma Francis Arkansas 
2nd – Emily Archer Central 
1st – Anna Taliaferro Arkansas

11 MULTIPLE VOICE 
3rd- Emily Dickens and Joshua 
Johnson E Texas 
2nd – Good News Ministries Jr. Choir 
MAC 
1st - Emma Francis and Mollie Hicks 
Arkansas

12 INTERPRETIVE DANCE SOLO 
3rd – Francesca Stolarz Norcal 
2nd – Jenna Hickson Indiana 
1st- Mickenzie Andrade Kentucky

13 INTERPRETIVE DANCE GROUP 
3rd- Angels of Praise Capital 
2nd – Children of Praise Capital 
1st- Jocey Hentges and Mia Sanson 
Somo

14 HUMAN VIDEO 
3rd – Faith Girl Five MAC 
2nd – TFG Junior Youth Group Ohio 
1st – Junior Disciples Norcal

NO PICTURE 
AVAILABLE

NO PICTURE 
AVAILABLE

NO PICTURE 
AVAILABLE

NO PICTURE 
AVAILABLE
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Heavenly F
ather, You

 created a
ll things.

It is awesome how You made 
the world in sev

en days.

There are 
so many th

ings to en
joy.

Playing un
der the cy

an sky

reminds me
 of how You spoke

 the word

and it app
eared out 

of nowhere.

Hearing th
e ocean’s 

crashing w
aves

I think ab
out how You molde

d the moon

and placed
 it in the 

night sky

to rule th
e ocean’s 

rolling re
stless tide

s.

The majest
ic mountai

ns bring t
o my mind

how You stret
ched them 

upward

from the e
arth’s cla

y to the c
louds.

All of the
se amazing

 things ar
e because 

of You.

The whole world is You
rs, now and forev

er.

Wonderful, 
Remarkabl

e, Incredib
le God,

I am aston
ished at t

he sight o
f your bre

athtaking
 creation!

Who am I? What must I be?
I’m left all alone; no one can see.

Where do you go that I can’t go too?
What’s so important that you must do?

Sometimes it is months I sit here gathering dust,
Until you reach trouble and then I’m a must.

Please tell me it will not always be this long
Before you come back to where you belong.

This time come sooner; stay every day.
I can give you strength when troubles come your 

way.

It’s so hard to watch your downward spiral.
I’m here and waiting, please hurry!

With love, your Bible

A l
ook

 at
 our

 W
inn

ers
A look at our W

inners
Who

 am
 I?

By M
cKe

nna
 Ad

ams

My Adoration of God’s Creation
A Free Verse Poem By: Audrey Oswald

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN
Lara was my best friend. She had beautiful shoulder-length mahogany colored hair, and eyes that resembled the ocean. Lara was the most caring, funny, sweetest girl you could possibly ever meet. She truly loved everyone. Status didn’t matter to her. She wasn’t one to get mad easily either, although we did have a few falling-outs, but what friendship doesn’t suffer a couple little bruises? I had known her since kindergarten, there was never a day we didn’t hang out or laugh with each other. I knew Lara like I knew the back of my hand, like I knew Somerset beach, like I knew the sound of waves crashing against the shoreline. No one could ever replace Lara; she was one of a kind.

 Freshman year, two years ago, Lara was going to Hawaii for Spring Break. I was supposed to be accompanying her, but we had just gotten into a fight and I decided it’d be better to stay behind. The day she left was beautiful. The birds were out chirping, the sun was shining piercingly bright, and I was outside on the grass reading my daily devotional wishing Lara was right beside me. Around lunch my Mom had called me into the house. Upon entering the front door, instantly I noticed the tears that were plastered all over her face. Her cheeks were red and puffy. Everything about her expression said sorrow. I could feel the tension in the room rising.  Something was obviously not okay. Then she choked it out between sobs, three words that shook my whole world upside down. 

“Lara’s plane crashed.” I was in shock, totally taken back by the news. I could feel my knees begin to weaken.  My heart felt like it was being shoved into a shredder. I shook my head in disbelieve. “It’s not true, she’s okay Mom!” I cried I didn’t want to face reality. God wouldn’t do this to me, not now not ever. “She’s alright, she’s alright!” I kept sobbing over and over. “There were no survivors.” My Mom finally huffed out. By now I was crouched on the floor, as if a bomb were to explode. My Mom came over, to comfort me, but I pushed her away. I could feel my head begin to spin, and my face swelling up. Tears rushed down my cheeks, like a downpour in mid summer. I felt empty inside, broken. I thought for sure I was going to pass out, but I didn’t. I remember thinking it was by far the worst day of my life. Since Lara’s death nothing has been the same. Now it’s my junior year of high school, and the memory of that day is still freshly engraved into my head. I wish I could say I have moved on, that I’m okay now, but I’m not. I’m still angry, I’m still sad. Why would God take someone so important away from me? Surely it was not her time. I haven’t talked to God in a 

LETTING GOBY MADELYN LOWMAN

>>continued on next page
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GLOBAL

MissionarySpotlight

Central
America

SEVEN COUNTRIES | POPULATION: 43,308,660 | LANGUAGE: SEVERAL

Where?
Central America

Who?
Les and Charlene Melton

When?
Appointed as missionaries to 
Honduras in June 1986, currently 
reside in Guatemala and serve 
as Area Supervisors for Central 
America.

Pray For:
More missionaries to assist in the 
work in Central America.

Financial Needs:
Monthly support for the Meltons as 
well as for schools and projects.

Guatemala City

while, mostly because 
I know it’s His fault 

Lara’s gone. He’s the One that let her go, and didn’t 
think of me. I’ve become a hermit, staying mostly in 
my shell. I never let others in anymore, in fear I may 
lose them too. My Mom keeps saying; “Natalie, you 
should really go to youth group again.” She thinks 
the interaction with others will be “good for me,” but 
honestly I’m not sure I can emotionally. Youth Group 
was something Lara and I did together among all of 
the other things such as stargazing, coffee shop trips, 
and ice skating. I haven’t touched a pair of skates 
since she passed, let alone go near a coffee shop. It 
feels wrong, I’m almost positive I’ll start to cry even 
if I tried to. I know I should be over this by now, but 
Lara was my best friend and someone that important 
doesn’t just leave your mind overnight. Someone 
like Lara leaves permanent footprints on your brain 
and heart like an astronaut leaves footprints on the 
moon. 

Last night I went stargazing. It was Lara’s 17th 
birthday, and only two weeks away from the 
anniversary of her passing. I drove my Mom’s car 
to the state park where Lara and I always went. I 
brought the quilted blanket, and diary we had always 
taken with us. I laid the blanket down on the ground 
where the stars could easily be viewed among the 
sky, and opened the diary to the last page that was 
written in.

Hey Nat,
I wish you were coming with me. It’s going to 

be lonely without you. I’m sorry I haven’t been 
there lately. I promise as soon as I get back we’ll go 
stargazing or something. I know you’re mad at me, 

but please know that our friendship means everything to me. I don’t 
know what I’d do if I ever lost you. I love you, and I’ll be back in a week. 

-Lara
After reading Lara’s letter I laid there and softly cried. My mind 

wandered to the little shimmers of stars above. I don’t even remember 
why I was mad at her. I could never stay mad at Lara. As I sat there on 
the blanket among the hill ridden with chirping crickets, and mossy 
oaks I heard I small voice shhh-ing me. “Be still,” it whispered, and just 
like that it wisped off. Oddly, I felt myself start to calm down. I’d heard 
of God talking to you and giving you direction, but never did I think it 
would be in the literal sense. I wanted to be rebellious, I wanted to really 
give Him a piece of my mind, but for some reason I was holding myself 
back. Maybe God really does care about me? Maybe it was time for me 
to let go of Lara. 

It has been two months since the incident in the park. I haven’t 
been the same since. I thought a lot about God after that, and even 
felt a prompting to read my Bible as I once did. It’s crazy what one tiny 
moment in time can do. The impact of hearing God’s voice is in itself 
remarkable. God has shown me so many things within the last two 
months. He’s helped me take back my life and reform it in the shape of 
His Hands. He has healed my heart of all its bitterness, anger, selfishness, 
and strife. He even led me to the verse; “When the righteous cry for help, 
the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. The Lord is 
near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. Many are the 
afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. 
He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken.” God heals, and I’m 
living proof of His wonders. Lara will always have a special place within 
my heart, but I can’t live in the past any longer. I was miserable, and God 
saved me. He showed His path for me, a life without suffering. I do still 
often think of Lara, but I know she is in a far better place than I could 
ever imagine. God has your best interest at heart.  You are a part of His 
plan. He will never leave you, nor forsake you. You may not always have 
the answers, but God does and that’s all right. 

LETTING GO CONTINUED
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BEST OF 2013
THE FOLLOWING LIST IS A ROUNDUP OF THE BEST ALBUMS AND BOOKS FROM LAST YEAR ACCORDING 

TO ITUNES AND LIFEWAY!

Best Albums of 2013 
1. Hillsong United, Zion 

2. Rend Collective, Campfire

3. Colton Dixon, 
A Messenger 

4. Hillsong Young & Free, 
We Are Young & Free 
(Live)

5. Kim Walker-Smith, 
Still Believe (Live) 

6. Bethel Music, Tides 

7. Plumb, Need You Now 

8. Bryan & Katie Torwalt, 
Kingdom Come

9. Phil Wickham, 
The Ascension 

10. Matt Maher, All the 
People said Amen 
(Live) 

Best Books of 2013
1. Follow Me by 

David Platt

2. God At War 
by Kyle Idleman

3. Stop Asking Jesus into 
Your Heart 
by J.D. Greear

4. To Live Is Christ, To 
Die Is Gain 
by Matt Chandler 
with Jared C. Wilson 

5. You’ll Get Through 
This 
by Max Lucado

6. All In 
by Mark Batterson 

7. Whispers of Hope 
by Beth Moore

8. God is Able 
by Priscilla Shirer 

9. What Are You Afraid 
Of? 
By Dr. David Jeremiah 

10. The Reason for My 
Hope 
by Billy Graham 
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Dr. Minor served the PCG as General Secretary from 1979 until 2005. He and his wife are now on staff at Messenger 
College.

“Lord, why don’t you answer my prayer?”
As believers we know what it is like to pray and 

see God miraculously answer our prayers. Maybe 
we prayed for physical healing, a financial need, 
or direction for an important decision, and God 
answered the prayer right on time. We know that He 
can and does answer prayer.

However, for most Christians, if not all of us, there 
are times when we have prayed and no answer came. Then we asked the 
question, “Lord, why don’t you answer my prayer?” From my study and 
contemplation of this question, I arrived at several possible scriptural 
answers to this question.

GOD HAS A BETTER PLAN.
Maybe His answer is “NO” or “NOT NOW.”
We cannot see the full scope of the situation, but God does. When 

God says no to our prayer, He has a better way. Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” 
(2 Cor. 12:7-9) is a good example. The apostle John declares, “If we ask 
anything according to his will, he heareth us . . . we know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of him” (1 John 5:14, 15).

SIN
The psalmist David said, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 

not hear me” (Ps. 66:18). Isaiah declared, “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear. 
But your iniquities have separated between you and your God; and your 
sins have hidden his face from you, that he will not hear.”

A WRONG MOTIVE
The apostle James said, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, 

that ye may consume it upon your lusts” (James 4:3). A prayer can be 
according to the will of God, but prayed with the wrong motive. Perhaps 
we should ask, Why are we praying this prayer? Is it for God’s glory or for 
our own?

UNFORGIVENESS
Another reason our prayers go unanswered is that a division exists 

between us and someone else. Jesus said, “Therefore if thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and rememberest that thy brother hath ought against 
thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be 
reconciled to thy brother; and then come and offer thy gift” (Mt. 5:23, 
24).

If God answers the Christian’s prayers on the fact that our sins are 
forgiven, how can He deal with us on the basis of forgiveness if we fail to 
forgive those who have wronged or injured us. Freely we have received 
forgiveness; freely we must give forgiveness to others.

IDOLS
“Son of man, these leaders have set up idols in their hearts. They have 

embraced things that will make them fall into sin. Why should I listen to 

their requests?” (Ez. 14:3, NLT).
While today we may not build 

idols made of gold, we can worship 
idols of the heart which may 
include: good looks, popularity, 
business acumen, accumulated 
wealth, a hard-earned education, 
or a well-polished image. An idol 
is anything that takes the place of 
God.

CONFLICT IN THE HEAVENS
Daniel, with a heavy heart, 

had fasted and prayed for three 
weeks when, finally, a messenger 
from God appeared to him and 
said, “Fear not, Daniel, for from 
the first day that thou didst set 
thine heart to understand and to 
chasten thyself before thy God, thy 
words were heard, and I am come 
for thy words. But the prince of 
the kingdom of Persia withstood 
me one and twenty days; but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, 
came to help me; . . . Now I am 
come to make thee understand . . .” 
(Dan. 10:12-14).

“For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places” 
(Eph. 6:12). Prayer is a spiritual 
battle. When we are faithful to God, 
He will be faithful to us.

Even though it may appear that 
the Lord does not hear or answer 
our prayers, as Christians walking 
in obedience to the Lord and in 
right relationship with others, God 
always hears, and in His own time 
and way will answer our prayers. 

LORD, WHY DON’T YOU ANSWER MY PRAYER? RELEVANTMINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
ALSO AVALAIBLE AT PCG.ORG

Youth Pastor, East Texas District, Christian Center
Mesquite, TX
Full-time Position, Married Couple is Preferred; Contact: Pastor Kevin 
Lough 972-222-5600; send resumes to: Klough45@hotmail.com
_________________________________________________________

Kids Pastor, Michigan District, Glad Tidings
Flint, MI
Contact: Pastor Brian Oswald;
Pastorbrian@gladtidingsflint.com ;  810-732-8780
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Central District, Grace Family
Excelsior Springs, MO
Contact: Bishop Ron Mosier 816-587-1516
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Oregon/Southern Idaho District, Chapel of Praise
Eugene, OR
Contact:  Sectional Presbyter Gary Saner, call 541-219-2357
_________________________________________________________

Youth Pastor, Arkansas District, Sheridan PCG
Sheridan, AR
Contact:  Pastor Haynes, call 870-941-3725
_________________________________________________________

Full-Time Director, Messenger College
Euless, TX
Messenger College is hiring a full-time director for its new Leadership 
Education for Adult Development (LEAD) division. Duties include 
recruitment, advisement, marketing, and personnel management. 
Successful applicants will be results-oriented team players with a 
passionate commitment to the mission of Messenger College and a 
readiness to adopt a strengths-based approach. Experience desired 
in program development, adult learner recruitment, and higher 
education administration.
 
Please send resumes to the Office of the President, ddavis@
messengercollege.edu
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Indiana District, Wheatfield PCG
Wheatfield, IN
Contact:  Bishop Branham
tebranham@frontier.com or call 765-449-4271

@RobertStearns Rockets fire on Israel all day and 
night. He who watches over Israel neither slumbers 
nor sleeps. #Psalm121 #PrayForJerusalem 

@kuestkids How are you making a lasting, 
measurable impact on your students? Inspect, adjust, 
progress. #KUESTsolution

@greypilgrim76 Today through circumstances I 
am reminded that the Spirit blows where the Spirit 
wills. You cannot predict from where or to where! 

@ GrowingLeaders Good leaders recognize the 
difference between being liked as a friend and being 
followed as a leader. #Habitudes 

@BrianCHouston Be true to your calling. Life has 
a purpose that can be harnessed or squandered... 
Choose calling over comfort. 

@JarridWilson Don’t lose hope. When you are 
down to nothing, God is up to something. 

@dalepartridge A ship is safe in harbor, but that’s 
not what ships are for. 

@richwilkersonjr Charisma gets the attention of 
man, Character gets the attention of God. 

@SamHand1 Our relationship with God is only as 
strong as our knowledge of His Word. #PastorJeff 
#goodstuff #Bible 

@JadeTanoh After Kids service in Kentucky, a 
kid told me he felt something strange in his heart. 
#mademesappy #makesitallworthit 
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Randy Lawrence Jr. is the Impact Leadership Development Director, a part of the editorial staff for The Pentecostal 
Messenger, and currently leads the communications team of the Pentecostal Church of God.

There are a few things I always remember 
about riding in the car with my dad as a 
child. First, it was amazing to me just how 
that cup of coffee (and I‘m NOT talking 

about a travel mug, but just your average ceramic, 
uncovered coffee cup) could sit on the dashboard 
while he drove, without spilling. Turn after turn, stop 
and go, stop and go; it just mysteriously stayed put. 

AMAZING. 
Yes, I admit I am prone to being distracted by shiny objects; however, 

even now as an adult looking back on those childhood rides, this coffee 
cup feat was and still is completely fascinating! Second of all, it was just 
how honestly bad a driver my dad was (this point makes point number 
one even more incredible). Everyone at church dreaded having to ride 
in “Pastor’s Van” on our trips. Finally, it was that I never remember riding 
in a vehicle with my dad where at some point during the trip I couldn’t 
distinctly hear a soft, gentle, yet passionate sound coming from him. On 
the way to school, to the ball game, to the store, family vacation, on and 
on and on . . . it didn’t matter; at some time or another it was there. 

It wasn’t loud.
It wasn’t obnoxious. 
In fact, you couldn’t even see his lips moving, but you knew it was 

happening. 
It wasn’t until later on in life, that I discovered what that sound was: it 

was the sounds of my father’s prayers.
1 Thessalonians 5:17 simply says, “pray without ceasing.” I love the 

definition of this term without ceasing in the Greek, simply translated 
“without intermission.” Yes, I am a firm believer that we need to have our 
set time and place of prayer. We need to have those times when, like 
instructed, we go into the room and close the door (Mt. 6:6). Not only do 
we need to establish this discipline in our own lives, but we also need to 
teach this to the next generation. However, we also cannot forget about 
the discipline of praying without intermission! Often, our goal in our 
prayer time is to get to the “Amen,” and we look at that as the finish line. 
Rather than a finish line, or a period at the end of a sentence, may our 
“Amens” serve as a catalyst to a lifestyle of prayer, without intermission. 
In the car, at the office, standing in line at the grocery store, there are no 
limits to your prayer life, unless you choose to set them!

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:15, 
“I will pray with the spirit, and I will 
also pray with the understanding.” 
I witnessed my father living this 
out on our car rides, praying with 
his understanding, and praying in 
the Spirit. As Spirit-filled believers, 
we must not neglect the power 
of praying in the Spirit, and with 
our understanding. Add “without 
ceasing” to this equation and BAM! 

I now realize looking back on 
life, many of those soft, gentle 
sounds were deep prayers for 
me, that I’m sure have saved my 
life from destruction countless 
times over. I hope that now, as a 
father of four children myself, I can 
model this life of prayer without 
intermission to them. To me, that 
is relevant. 

WITHOUT CEASING

Help Empowered Women’s Ministries Light Another Candle for:

WOW4

Diana Gee Homeless Outreach
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