
 

 

 

 

 

We had a wonderful convention in Sorong Indonesia.   

On our arrival, we received a warm welcome.  Young people from the local churches greeted us 
with a South Pacific dance.  The Mayer of Sorong was also at the airport to meet us.  He gave us 
a crown (headdress).  The bird on this headdress is a Bird 
of Paradise.  This rare bird is consider the most beautiful 
bird in the world.  Locals are very proud of it.  We were 
touched by such a traditional greeting. 

Convention began with a formal opening ceremony. Several officials from the government were 

there.  This is typical Indonesian culture. Government officials often attend our special 

meetings as invited guests.   Each morning began with a short service followed by a business 

meeting that lasted the rest of the day. We had full length services in the evenings.  The praise 

team was exceptional.  God moved in each service. 

We were pleased at how well the convention expenses were managed.  The convention was 

held in a hotel.  Everyone’s hotel room was included in their registration.   One of the local 

churches cooked the meals.  There were about four hundred people.  Amazingly we all had 

plenty to eat at every meal.  The fish that they served were big, good quality fish.  We brought 

money to help with the expenses of convention.  To our surprise, they did not need this money.  

The convention was debt free.  More than this being about money, it is about their maturity 

and God blessing their finances.  We are so proud of them. 

               South Pacific dancer welcoming us at the airport.   Brother Mullins wearing his “crown” 
headdress.   



I really loved the fellowship of getting to see people I had not seen in a while.  Indonesia is 

really a big country.  It is made up of 17,508 islands across three 

time zones.  This vastness means we don’t get to see every one 

we know as often as we would like.     

Brother Padoma wanted to retire from his position as bishop.  
He is getting older and felt visiting all the churches was getting 
too difficult for him.  (Traveling into remote areas of Indonesia 
is really hard.)  

Our newly elected bishop is Sadrakh Tuanger.  Bishop Tuanger 
has a vision to establish churches in Western Indonesia. Most of 
our churches are in Eastern and more recently in Central 
Indonesia.   

To me, the highlight was the last night of convention when 68 
ministers received ordination.  The way they did this was they 
called out people from a list of names.  When their name was called, they would come forward 
and stand in the front.  I had no idea there were so many candidates, I kept thinking they were 
almost done calling people up.  But they just kept calling name after name after name.  When 
they finished calling people up, there was a big crowd standing there waiting for their final 
prayer of ordination.  This was the largest ordination I have ever seen.  One reason for this huge 
number is Indonesia only has convention every five years.  Even though it has been five years 
since the last ordination, it is still 
great to see so many.  Sixty eight 
ministers receiving ordination over 
a five year period is good.  It show 
that we (PCG Indonesia) are 
growing.  God has a spiritual army 
proclaiming the Good News to the 
lost and dying in Indonesia.  This 
job is too big for just a few 
preachers.  We need everyone 
working together to further the 
kingdom of God.   
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       Bishop Sadrakh Tuanger  

            The sight of 68 men and women becoming ordained ministers.   


