
…she promised 

herself to never 

again step foot 

in Ethiopia and 

never to speak 

the language 

anymore. 

Happy Birthday Family Mercy House: 

Helping the Helpless in Ethiopia 

  
At age 15, Abbi was adopted by a Swedish family but years later returned to Ethiopia to help poor women and children. 

 

Abebech, commonly called Abbi, is driven by a longing to help the poor women and children of Ethiopia. Abbi's own father died when 

she was only four years old and her mother was not able to care for Abbi and her two siblings. The three young children were then sent 
away from the only home they ever knew. Abbi’s brother ended up in an orphanage and her sister was adopted to Sweden. Abbi 
herself was placed with a family in Ethiopia where she started working as a house servant, but she was only four years old!  

 
Abbi was often exposed to physical abuse and had to go hungry many times. But it wasn’t 
the hunger or constant struggles which caused the most pain, it was the permanent 
separation from her mother.  

 
For ten years Abbi lived in this home as their slave. At one point,  
after she was beaten by a burning piece of wood, she decided to  
escape. Through her brother in the orphanage, she was told that  
the family in Sweden which had adopted her sister, were actually 
looking for her!  With the help from a woman in Addis Ababa,  
Abbi could finally arrange a trip to Sweden. During the long plane 
ride, she promised herself to never again step foot in Ethiopia 
and never to speak the language anymore. When Abbi landed in  
Sweden her adoptive mother and father ran to greet her, hugging and kissing her. Then her 
mother said: "My daughter, where have you been?  We’ve been waiting for you for so many 
years." 

  
Everyone loves a birthday! 
Please join us as we celebrate 

Abbi’s life and also the 10th year of 

Family Mercy House. Together, 

let’s give families a chance to stay 

together and stay off the streets.  



 

             
Abbi and Per Åkvist have lived in Ethiopia Throughout the month, each child receives Lem-lem was poor but now runs her own 

for 10 years. Abbi helps the poor women schooling and food. The mothers also business with a freezer for food storage, 

and children in their country of origin. receive help and support.   all provided by Family Mercy House. 

 

 

It was later learned that her little sisters’ adoptive parents in Sweden, had been looking for the biological siblings for 11 years. The 

eternal God of love watched over Abbi and with the help of God, the hatred in her heart finally disappeared. Abbi could even forgive the 

woman who beat her with a burning piece of wood, and from that moment on her life was completely transformed. Today Abbi is back 

in Ethiopia with her husband Per and their two daughters. When she returned to Ethiopia, Abbi began Family Mercy House, an 

organization to help the poor and unskilled women living in Addis Ababa. "It is the right of every child to grow up with a mother," says 

Abbi, who is now helping these women so they can support themselves. If the mother is not present, there's always a grandmother or 

aunt. 
 
Some of these women have been raped and thus thrown out and discarded like trash. Most have been forced to beg on the streets and 

several have even participated in prostitution as their last means to support their child. But, thanks to monthly donors like you, the 

children can now go to school and eat food every day. The mothers are also learning to care for themselves and their children with 

honest skilled labor jobs. To further assist the children, Family Mercy House freely gives monthly financial support which is used to 

cover the cost of school supplies, school uniforms and food. Not all childhood stories end up as fortunate as Abbi's. It is therefore why 

she has returned to Ethiopia and began Family Mercy House. 
 

 
 

 

                     To Partner Financially with Family Mercy House: 

Mail: Send a check to PCG World Mission, PO Box 211866, Bedford, TX 76095 - Include a note stating, for “FMH Ethiopia” 

Online: Visit http://www.pcg.org/giving – Select “Make a Contribution”.  In the “Category & Funds” section, select ‘World Missions” from the drop 

down box. In the “Account Number & Comments” box please write “FMH Ethiopia”.  

Phone: 817-554-5900 ext 342 or 344 to speak to a real person, or to set up Electronic Funds Transfer. 

 

Ten years ago, Family Mercy House was started and this summer Abbi Åkvist is celebrating 

her 50th birthday. Are you able to join with us to and celebrate these two milestone occasions? 

Do you want to help more poor children like Abbi once was, and provide a chance for a safe 

and healthy childhood? Will you please consider making a one-time gift to Family Mercy 

House?  Or would you rather support a child for the upcoming school year, literally 

giving them the gift of education and a secured supply of nutritious food each day?  

 

Thank you for your gifts. You ARE making a difference!! 

     

Abbi lives in Ethiopia, straining to give 

each needy child an opportunity to 

grow-up in safety and with the love of 

a family.  

http://www.pcg.org/giving

