
Fall 2013 | PM 1

Pentecostal Messenger | absolute.connected.global.relevant.

Discipleship

What is a 
Disciple?

by Josh Pennington

NeW life 
Dream ceNter

Restoration Discipleship

practiciNg 
eDucatioN

A Way to Hear and Respond to the Call of 
God by Daniel Davis

Discipl 
eship:

To turn all people into 
fully devoted, mature 

followers of Christ.



God Made a Preacher
In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.... All things were made 
through Him, and without Him nothing 
was made that was made. In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shines in the darkness… 
John 1:1, 3, 4

God had a message, but he needed 
a messenger. He had a lamp, but he 
needed a lampstand. He had a story, 
but he needed a teller.  So God made a 
preacher.  

Nothing fancy, eloquent, or out of 
the ordinary, but rather a humble 
vessel willing to testify of that which 
they had seen and heard. One who 
would count it all joy when faced with 

trials, tribulation, and testing. One 
willing to obey His command to go into 
all the world... yes all the world and 
preach the gospel. From the prairies 
of Oklahoma to the bushes of Africa.  
From the rice fields of Asia to the 
mountains of Montana. One willing to 
sweat, to serve, and to sacrifice, for the 
sake of the message.  

He needed someone who would say 
yes. Yes. Yes to the mission. Yes to 
working 40 plus hours a week at the 
factory, and still preaching on Sunday. 
Yes to Long days and long nights. From 
board meetings to bake sales. From 
Sunday school to Sunday sermons. 
One willing to laugh, and cry. To marry 
and burry. To counsel and to cope. He 
needed someone who would say Yes. 

The PenTecosTal church of God would like To say Thank you  To 
our PasTors in honor of PasTor aPPreciaTion MonTh This ocTober.
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God Made a Preacher
One who could pull a congregation 

and push a lawnmower. Who could fill 
hearts and empty trashcans. One with 
calloused knees, but a soft heart. Who 
could tear down and could build. Who 
could plant and plow. Who could heal 
and could feel. One who could heal the 
sick, cast out devils, raise the dead, 
and still volunteer at the local soup 
kitchen.  

One who could cast a vision, and cast 
a pole. Who could punch the clock, 
meet the board, and still watch their 
son cross home plate.  

One who could reach the farmer, and 
the pharmacist. The banker and the 
bum, the addict and the attorney. One 

willing to do whatever it takes to win 
their community.

He needed a provider and a promise 
keeper. A shepherd and a servant. A 
teacher and a preacher. A hand and a 
heart. So he made a preacher.

Since 1919 we the Pentecostal 
Church of God have done our part to 
answer that simple call. And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach unless they are sent? 

So God made a preacher.
And today, servants of the 

Pentecostal Church of God, we 
celebrate you.

 “How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news.”  

The PenTecosTal church of God would like To say Thank you  To 
our PasTors in honor of PasTor aPPreciaTion MonTh This ocTober.

We are PCG
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october 1–31, 2013:
Empowered Women’s 
Ministries Light Another 
Candle

December 5–8, 2013:
Impact Appalachia

february 18–26, 2014:
Trip to Israel

January 10–11, 2014:
Encounter Conference

Oct–Dec, 2013:
Missions Christmas Offering
Please remember our World 
and Indian Missionaries in 
your giving this Christmas.

June 17–21, 2014:
Summerfest ‘14 
Baltimore, Md

This issue of the Pentecostal Messenger is dedicated to discipleship.  discipleship as 
we know it is a very common term in the church world, but yet also a very broad term 
extending to many aspects of life.  

The articles and columns in this issue include various facets of discipleship such as, 
personal discipleship, continuing education and local church discipleship programs.  
As you read these stories we believe that you will be inspired to not only become a 
better disciple, but also gain a fresh vision to disciple those who have been placed 
under your sphere of influence. 

-PM

In this Issue
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At Messenger College we are devoted to developing world-changing 
leaders for the 21st century. This is accomplished as we develop the 
whole person: head, heart, and hands.

Head: Our faculty and curriculum challenge students as they both 
learn what truth is and how to understand it. We are focused on helping 
students know what they need to know to live godly lives and fulfill 
their call.

Heart: Godly education teaches students what they should love and 
develops their character. The formation of the soul is an essential part of 
MC’s education. Students encounter God in chapel and are led through 

a day-by-day discipleship process. Our goal is to see 
holy souls formed by the Spirit’s power.

Hands: At MC we work to bridge theory and 
practice. We involve in opportunities that provide 
hands-on learning. This includes local and global 
opportunities. Additionally, our innovative approach 
to curriculum and scheduling opens doors for 
learning through “field experiences.”

Experience MC

The Newly Completed 
MEssenger College 
facility:

6 PM | Fall 2013
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do you feel it? Speed. Faster and faster 
things are accelerating. The turbulence, 
the quickened pace, the sense of urgency, 
the compulsive drive—the swirl of speed 

is becoming more and more a part of life. Technology 
makes conversation a constant companion. 
Globalization puts news events in our face around 
the clock. It never stops: read this, text them, get 

here, call back, go there, email, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, video on 
vine, upload this, download that . . . where does it stop?

The truth is: Action creates results.  

There must be a sense of taking action in order to produce desired 
results. Action is the test of words. Alertness, a sense of urgency, 
movement must override complacency. The arrogance that says action 
is not needed in order to create desired outcomes borders on insanity. 
In the words of Bishop Jerry Macklin, “nothing changes until something 
changes.” 

The truth is: Spiritual transformation takes time.  

Results do not always come quickly. In the fast pace of life, with its 
ever demanding rapidity of amped addiction to the stimulus of speed, 
results are demanded and expected at a faster pace. But eternal results 
come at a slower pace. The question before Christ-followers each day 
is not, “What can I accomplish today?” But instead, “What is eternally 
important that I must accomplish today? 

Jesus impacted culture by declaring, “the kingdom of God is at 
hand” (Mark 1:15, nKJv).  The urgent cultural issue of the day was 
freedom from Roman oppression. The issue that needed addressed was 
deliverance from a broken religious system. The average Hebrew was 
content to clog his calendar with normal religious chores that added 
nothing to the needed area of action. Sacrifice a lamb. Kill a dove. Give a 
tithe. Say a prayer. Memorize a saying of Moses. Listen to a sermon. Sing 
a top 40 hit of King david— that guy had some great tunes! 
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Charles Scott is the General Bishop of the Pentecostal Church of God and author of the book Storms Don’t Bother Me. 
Follow him on Twitter @generalbishop.

DO yOU fEEl IT?
Jesus came to change the world 

and instill a sense of urgency 
in His disciples to do the same. 
Two thousand years after His 
crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus 
is still doing the same thing—
changing the world. It may be the 
world of a construction worker or 
a housewife. It may be the world 
of an addict or a junkie. It may be 
the world of a broken heart or that 
of a shattered dream.  

do you feel it? The incessant 
drive to change the world? It will 
take action, but it will require time. 
Get busy, but don’t watch the 
clock. don’t get discouraged if the 
results come slow. It’s not email; 
it’s eternity. It will take time, but 
at least we can start by seeing eye 
to eye.  



ABSOLUTE

A look Into The Past
We believe in the biblical principle of honor. As we move forward in the area of 
publications, we celebrate the heritage of the PM. Below is a glimpse into our past from 
May 1975.
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Christ asked the disciples the question, 
“Who do men say that I, the Son of 
Man, am?” Your answer to this question 
determines your spiritual health, because 

you are one of three persons. You are: 1) Who others 
say you are; 2) who you say you are; or, 3) who God 
says you are. My point is, unless we live our lives 
from the truth of who we are in Christ, we will never 
maximize our potential in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Instead, we will construct our identity from not only 

what others say about us, but by what we say about ourselves.
In studying the life of Christ, you will find He never defined His worth 

by who He was in the opinion of others. In fact, He never lived for the 
approval of others. He lived His life from the truth of who He was as the 
Son of God. 

dutch Sheets stated that true liberty came to him when God delivered 
him from caring what people thought of him. He said, “As long as God is 
pleased with me, that is all that truly matters.” Shouldn’t that be the case 
for all of us? 

Paul said, “I am what I am.” He was saying, “My calling, my gifting, my 
purpose was not my decision; it was God’s, and I can’t change that.” Paul 
was not going to let what others thought of Him, nor what he had done 
in the past put the brakes on his future. 

When God initially called Moses, Gideon, and Jeremiah, they all felt 
inadequate to do what God had called them to do because of their self-
constructed identity based on who they perceived themselves to be. 
Moses said, “Who Am I?” Jeremiah said, “I am a youth.” Gideon said, “I am 
the least in my father’s house.” 

In our first impression of Gideon, we see him hiding in a winepress, 
afraid of the Midianites. But when the angel appeared to Gideon, the 
angel called him a “mighty man of valor.” Look at his initial response, 
“Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold, my family is poor 
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house” (Judges 6:15). 
Gideon, like so many of us, rather than extend himself to grasp who 
he really was, retreated into the safety of the label of who he said he 
was. At this point Gideon was far from being a mighty man of valor, but 
being empowered by God, Gideon grew into the meaning of his new 
name.

Experience has taught me, until you know who God says you are, you 
will never live with confidence in God’s call on your life.” no matter what 
you have done or haven’t done, God’s power is big enough to change 

you. Get this, there’s no sin too 
great for God’s grace; there’s no 
habit too big for His delivering 
power; there’s no label too strong 
for His love. The truth is, what once 
was no longer has to be. God can 
and will break the labels that have 
held you hostage, because you 
were made for more than you’ve 
settled for. 

It doesn’t matter how you feel 
about yourself. The truth is, we 
are God’s masterpiece according 
to Ephesians 2:10 You need to 
understand this: you’ve been 
made new. You’ve been remade. 
You are God’s masterpiece 
and God doesn’t make JUnK. 
Workmanship means “a work 
made by God.” The way God made 
you was not by chance or accident. 
You are divinely inspired with a 
divine intention to guide you.

Isn’t it time to peel off the many 
labels that cling to your reputation 
and uncover who you really are? 
Paul says in 2 Cor. 10:3-5 that our 
weapons “are mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong 
holds; Casting down imagination, 
and every high thing that exalts 
itself against the knowledge God.” 
“Pulling down” means demolition, 
destruction of a stronghold or 
total, absolute destruction. That 
means you take the negativity, 
lift it up over your head, bring it 
crashing down to the ground, and 
crush it into rubble. demolish it. 
Remember, it’s not what you were 
that matters, but what you can 
become.  

Loyd Naten is the General Secretary of the Pentecostal Church of God.

ShATTErED IMAgES
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Housing TotalTuition

MC EU NWU MC EU NWU MC EU NWU

How Does Messenger College
Compare to other Schools?

WHAT BENEFITS WILL MC GIVE ME?

Messenger: $225/ Credit hour
Evangel: $525/ Credit Hour
Northwest: $711/ Credit Hour

Messenger: $1575- apartment
Evangel: $1785- dorm room
Northwest: $2350 apartment

Messenger: $5650 total
Evangel: $11475 total
Northwest: $14910 total

Professionalism

Career advancement

The tools to make
World Change

A strong foundation

Skills to function
in the “Real World”

A solid education WORLD CHANGE 
IS WHAT WE DO.

START

END

LET MESSENGER COLLEGE HELP YOU ON YOUR ROAD TO SUCCESS

MESSEGERCOLLEGE.EDU | APPLY TODAY!

*Totals are per sem
ester



What does it mean to be 
a disciple of Christ?  Many people have different 
ideas and thoughts about what a disciple is or 
should be.  Bottom line, the process of becoming 
a disciple involves training and developing Christ-
likeness and being empowered for service.  The 

Greek word for disciple, mathetes, denotes “one who follows both teacher 
and teachings. ”It is important to note that the word “disciple” in Latin, 
Discipules, is derived from the verb discere, meaning “to learn.” In the Jewish 
world, a disciple was one who attached himself to another to gain practical 
or theoretical knowledge by instruction and experience.  The word disciple 
was also used to describe apprentices learning a trade, as well as students 
learning the teacher’s philosophy and wisdom.

BY REv. JOSH PEnnInGTOn
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Usually, a disciple would leave home and move in with his teacher. 
The teacher would primarily take care of the food and lodging. A 
disciple was under complete submission to his teacher.  A noted author 
once said that a teacher will bend his pupil towards a set goal, with the 
purpose of training him step by step, until he becomes identified with 
the teacher himself.

We must realize that discipleship is more than just a call; it is a 
lifestyle that is never to stop until eternity. It is a continual learning 
and growing in Christ. discipleship is also reciprocal, that is, when one 
is trained, he or she must make a commitment to train someone else. 
The term disciple is consistently used in all four Gospels to describe the 
relationship between Christ and His followers.  Just as the disciples then 
were instructed to learn from and follow Christ, we too are called to 
follow Christ and make disciples of others.

The Calling of the Twelve
Jesus carefully selected the 12 disciples after spending a whole night 

in prayer (Luke 6:12). This is significant because, Jesus recognized the 
need to rely upon guidance of the Holy Spirit when making such an 
important decision.  Some argue that the reason Jesus chose 12 is 
because the number 12 represents the 12 patriarchs of Israel and the 
12 tribes.  His 12 disciples now represent the new Israel and the future 
believers. It is encouraging to know that the kind of disciples Jesus 
picked were not theological professionals, but simply common people 
from different backgrounds with diverse personalities – fishermen, tax 
collectors, former revolutionaries, and just plain old sinners.

Jesus launched His new ministry with just common folks with 
common problems. This holds great truth.  We need to simply trust 
that He will continually transform us as we follow Him. The various “call 
scenes” that appear in this section (Luke 5:8-11, 27, 28; 6:12-16) seem to 
suggest several principles about discipleship. First, in Luke 5:8-11 Luke 
recorded the story of Peter, James, and John fishing unsuccessfully. In 
spite of their apparent failure to catch any fish, Jesus instructed them 
to launch out into the deep and let down their nets (verse 4).  This is 
fascinating, because Jesus, who is a teacher and the son of a carpenter, 
is telling fishermen how to fish.  The point is clear, discipleship is 
more than following; it is complete obedience to the instructions of 
the Master.  The men quickly obeyed the instruction, and because of 
their obedience, they caught a great number of fish (verse 6). Blessing 
will always follow obedience. Jesus used the miracle of the fish to 
demonstrate to Peter and the others that He was calling them to a new 
occupation.

The call to these three fishermen was to catch men instead of fish. The 
word “catch” (zogreo) means to “catch alive,” or it also means “to catch for 
life.” This is suggesting that they would no longer catch a fish for death, 
but they were to catch men for life (Matthew 4:19). This demonstrates 
that discipleship is not just giving obedience to the call, but it is also 
making a commitment to reproduce Christ in other people.

In the last call scene of Luke 5:27 and 28, Luke records that Jesus 
deliberately called Matthew, the tax collector, to be one of His disciples. 
Matthew seems to have been an unlikely candidate for a disciple. 

However, Jesus’ simple words, “Follow Me,” caused 
Matthew to leave all and follow Christ. Matthew’s 
job as a tax collector wasn’t the most favorable job 
to have. Tax collectors were despised in the Jewish 
society because they used the tax system to line their 
own pockets. He made a wealthy living by abusing 
the system for his own wealth. His abandonment 
of all to follow Jesus is quite interesting. What 
would cause him to leave all and follow Christ? 
Undoubtedly, he saw something in Jesus that made 
him want a different life. Matthew’s abandonment 
to follow Christ teaches us that there is always a 
sacrifice involved in following Him. The decision to be 
committed to Jesus will always require us to leave the 
world and follow Him fully.

requirements of Discipleship
discipleship has many responsibilities, as well as 

requirements, all of which can be strenuous and 
challenging. It is one’s willingness to meet those 
requirements that distinguishes the supposed 
follower from the devoted disciple. While great 
multitudes followed Him, the Master’s call was to “any 
man” (Luke 14:26). Jesus made a profound statement 
to His followers, that if they were to follow Him they 
must take up their cross (Luke 9:23). This is significant, 
because the people understood that “taking up one’s 
cross” meant more than just enduring a particular 
hardship or circumstance in life, for they watched 
executions daily and knew that the cross was an 
instrument of death.

Jesus used the cross to demonstrate that if they 
wanted to follow Him, they must die to their own 
selfish desires and ambitions and follow Him fully. 
Historically, a condemned criminal was forced 
to carry one bar of His cross to the place of his 
execution. He was “on a one way journey and would 
not be back.” Jesus was simply saying that the 
requirement to following Him was to die to oneself 
and never look back to his old life.  Jesus said in 
Luke 9:62, “no man, having put his hand to the plow, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” In 
addition, Jesus instructed his disciples that “whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will save it” (Luke 9:24, nKJv).  
At first glance, this Scripture may appear to be 
confusing, but upon further examination, the true 
context of the Scripture is revealed.

The word “life” in verse 24 is psuche, which in this 
context means “corruptible life, natural life, a life that 
quickly passes away.” With that in mind, Jesus was 
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simply instructing His disciples that they were not 
to do something that would quickly pass away. If a 
person saves his life, that is, works to please himself 
with temporal things of the world, he will lose his 
soul eternally. In contrast, Jesus states that if you are 
willing to lose your life for my sake, you will save it.  In 
other words, Jesus simply was saying that if one will 
give up his life in order to please Christ on this earth, 
he will then save his life eternally.

Jesus emphasized that a person can gain the 
whole world and everything he wants, but end up 
losing everything that really matters, including 
his own soul. It is a terrible thing to lose one’s 
soul over a piece of this world. It is better to have 
little of this world’s goods than to lose one’s soul 
eternally. Jesus encourages his disciples that if they 
are going to follow Him and be true disciples, they 
must not be ashamed of Him, Jesus warns that He 
will be ashamed of them before His Father and the 
angels.

Cost of Discipleship
We MuSt Be WiLLiNG to PAy the PRiCe.
Some people do not understand what it really 

means to follow Jesus. There are those who follow 
Christ when it is convenient, but faith that is driven 
by convenience will fail when it is challenged. 
However, to be a follower of Christ will always cost 
us something. The discipleship Jesus calls us to 
means lives of complete surrender to God’s will 
and sacrifice for His cause. Even Jesus’ 12 disciples 
did not make the journey without it costing 
them something; to some of them it meant their 
own lives. Someone once said, “That which costs 
nothing is not worth anything.” When King david 
needed to build an altar to the Lord, he would not 
accept the free gift of the threshing floor because 
it cost him nothing (2 Samuel 24:21-25). To david, a 
sacrifice was worthless if it costs nothing.

Jesus illustrated these same principles in Luke 
14:25-33. He spoke series of short parables to 
reveal that following Him is a costly journey. First, 
Jesus clearly stated that if one wanted to be His 
disciple, then it is necessary for one to hate his own 
family and even his own life (verse 26). This statement 
at first glance sounds like Jesus is promoting hatred. 
This is not the case. There is no place in the teachings 
of Christ to promote literal hatred. So what was Jesus 
trying to say? The word “hate” in this passage actually 
means “to love less.” In other words, Jesus was simply 
saying that in order to be His disciple, then one’s love 
for Him has to be greater than his love for his family 
or his own life. 

There Is a Cross to Bear
next, Jesus states that “whoever does not bear his cross and come 

after me cannot be My disciple” (verse 27, nKJv). The disciples were 
very familiar with the cross. They understand that it represented death. 
So what did Jesus mean by “bear his cross”? Jesus was simply saying 
that if you want to follow Him, then you have to die to your own selfish 
ways and follow Him with your whole heart. A famous author once said, 
“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die. This is the path 
the Master trod, should not the servant tread it still?” Jesus understood 
that not all would respond to His hard message of commitment. His 

message would cause some to walk away. That is why Jesus expressed 
in the latter part of this parable that one should count the cost before 
agreeing to truly follow Him.

Jesus used the analogies of the builder and the king. In both of these 
analogies, each one had to count the cost. In the case of the builder 
(verses 28-30), he had to count the cost to determine if he had enough 
to finish the building, then Jesus said that others would begin to say, 
“This man began to build, and was not able to finish.” The same thing 
happened in the story of the king. Jesus said that a king would not go 
out to war without counting whether he had enough men to win the 
battle (Luke 14:31, 32). Forsaking all to follow Jesus is certainly not an 

“A religion that 
gives nothing, 
costs nothing, 
and suffers 
nothing is 
worth nothing.”

-Martin Luther
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easy task; however, whatever we might give up in this 
world for His sake will certainly be repaid in the next 
life. Martin Luther once said, “A religion that gives 
nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing is worth 
nothing.”

Conclusion
A leadership magazine once ran a cartoon that 

showed a church with a billboard in front of the 
church that said: “The LITTLE CHURCH: 24% fewer 
commitments, home of the 7.5% tithe, 15-minute 
sermons, 45-minute worship service; we have only 8 
commandments—your choice.” Many people would 
laugh at this cartoon; however, there is a lot of truth 
in it. The cartoon really does reflect some people’s 
relationship with God and church. The words such as 
“casual, convenience, comfort, and cost-free actually 
does describe some people in the modern church. 
In spite of the casual Christians that are around, 
Christ is still calling for a higher standard of living 
among His followers. His followers are called to total 
abandonment to His cause and purpose.  Missionary 
Jim Elliot once said, “He is no fool who gives what he 
cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”

C.T. Studd wrote the poem “Only one life, ‘Twill 
soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 
How true! Just as Jesus was aware of the cost and 
requirements in following His Father’s plan, even 
being obedient unto death, we too can follow the 

example of our Master disciple who calls us to follow 
Him. Regardless of the sacrifices we incur, when 
accepting and following the call of Christ there is 
no greater joy or reward that one may know than to 
follow the Savior.

At the close of life, the question will not be “How 
much have you gotten?” but “How much have you 
given?” not “How much have you won?” but “How 
much did you lose?” not “How much have you 
saved?” but “How much have you sacrificed?” It will 
be “How much have you loved and served?” not “How 
much were you served?” The cost of discipleship 
may be hard at times, but we can be assured that 
the reward of following Christ will always outweigh 
whatever we may give up for Him in this life.  

Josh Pennington is the Lead Pastor at Christpoint 
Church in Joplin, MO.  Josh holds a Masters of divinity 
from Asbury Theological Seminary and is presently 
pursuing his doctorate of Ministry from AGTS in 
Springfield, MO.
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These principles and philosophies have guided my mentoring process 
for the past 13 years of internships & mentoring programs.

I INVITE
I LEAD

I reach out and invite 
individuals to join the 
mentoring process 
(internship for example).

I EMPOWER
I invest my authority and release the young leader to do the same job. 

BY JOE SKILES

I VALUE This builds relationships 
and eventually gives me 
permission to speak into 
the life of the young 
leader. 

I can't be driven by just the 
task of the day or the 

immediate need.  I must 
Shepherd them spiritually. 

I WORKI get to teach and help 
them learn how to task 
and work efficiently by 
working beside them. 



1. True or false: The Encounter Conference 
is a TEEN/yOUTh event?
False: The Encounter Conference is a LEAdERSHIP EvEnT. If you are 
a leader, then it’s for you no matter what your age or position. The 
Encounter Conference is attended by local church leadership, district 
leadership, lay people, collegiates and teenagers. The Encounter is truly 
a multi-generational gathering.

2.  What happens at an Encounter 
Conference?
Multi-generational leaders gather for two days of worship, inspiration, 
and connection. You will be inspired from anointed communicators, 
you will be refreshed by the presence of God, and you will have the 
opportunity to connect with leaders.

3. What is the fOCUS of The Encounter 
Conference?
The focus is on becoming what we call “nEXT-GEn leaders.” A “nEXT-
GEn leader” is not an age group or style, but rather a mentality & 
commitment to mentor & disciple the next generation. Each Encounter 
Conference has a specific theme; however, the focus still remains on 
learning to become leaders committed to reach & mentor those who 
will follow in our footsteps. 

4.  What is the cost of attending 
The Encounter Conference?
There is no registration fee for The Encounter 
Conference.  We try to make it as easy as possible for 
our districts & Churches to bring as many of their 
leaders to the event as possible.  We do take up an 
offering at the Encounter and allow for leaders & 
churches to sow into the event.

5.  What does the schedule look 
like?
Thursday: 
8 PM optional connection time 
(this is for those who will be in the area by 8PM on 
Thursday and would like to connect for a
time of fellowship)

friday: 
9 AM session 1 & 2
2 PM session 3
7 PM session 4 & 5

Saturday:
9 AM session 6 & 7
12 PM dismissal*

*Our conference schedule is designed for Leaders & 
Churches to be able to depart on Saturday in time to 
make it home for weekend Worship Services.

Coming January 10-11, 2014 | BFWC, Indianapolis
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“BE carEful, 
daniEl. don’t 
lEt thEm takE 
thE anointing 
out of you. 
thEy’vE ruinEd 
so many young 
PrEachErs.” 

These were the parting words of an elder minister as I left for Bible 
college. He spoke with sincere passion, and he was not alone in his 
concerns. His warnings were echoed to me through many other 
voices. “They,” of course, meant the people involved in the educational 
institution I was attending. “The anointing” he referred to must have 
meant something about the passion or power or even zeal of the 
preacher. These elders were concerned that through “education” they 
were going to excise “it” from my soul resulting in a failure to fulfill God’s 
call on my life.

While their fears might have been misdirected, they were not totally 
unfounded. Their experience had caused them to observe undesirable 
transformation in a few individuals who “went off to Bible college.” 
nevertheless, they were mistaken in their conclusion that it was 
education that was the source of the ruin of these young preachers. 
Indeed, had they considered it carefully, they would have found that 
the process of education is a biblical practice that can be good for 
the soul. Israel was instructed to “learn” the ordinances handed down 
through Moses (deuteronomy 5:1). The wise obtain instruction and 
understanding (Proverbs 1:5; 4:7; 23:23). Jesus called his disciples to 
“learn” from him (Matthew 11:29). Paul indicated that even charismatic 
gifts can be useful in learning (1 Corinthians 14:31). In fact, it would 
seem that the process of learning, or education, is indispensable in 
discerning and responding to the call of God. Education as a practice 
can enable people to hear God in distinct ways. Furthermore, with the 
Spirit’s presence and power, the process can form the kind of person 
who lives out that call.

What Is the Call of god?
When we speak of God’s call, we are referring 

to the call to follow Jesus as issued to people in 
real situations. To live out that call is to answer the 
question of how to follow Jesus in the life in which 
one lives. There is more in mind here than particular 
careers. Rather, God’s call to a life in Christ takes 
into account one’s history, family, strengths, and 
so forth. Circumstances in life will change, thereby 
necessitating a constant evaluation on how one 
fulfills the call to follow Jesus. Living out the call of 
God within the given factors of one’s life will direct 
ways that calling is fulfilled. Education is an essential 
practice to discerning and responding to that voice.

Education as a Christian Practice
The idea of Christian practices has come to the 

forefront of discipleship discussions in the past 
two decades. The ancient wisdom of Scriptures 
and tradition have been mined again in order to 
make ordinary things ways in which God can be 
experienced and worshiped and obeyed. This 
movement recognizes the need to lay hold of God 
in the concrete experiences of life. Thus, scholars like 
Craig dykstra and dorothy Bass have proposed the 
recovery of Christian practices as “things Christian 
people do together over time in response to and in 
the light of God’s active presence for the life of the 
world in Christ Jesus.”1 Education can be a Christian 
practice. The disciplines of education that bring 
about the event of learning engage the learner 
and develop at least three specific traits useful in 
discerning and responding to the call of God. 

Concentrating the Mind
The practices associated with education develop 

within the willing learner a concentration of mind 
that is essential to hearing the call of God. The 
historian Pierre Hadot points out that the ancients 
understood that just as athletics have certain 
formative effects upon the body, so philosophical 
exercises strengthen the mind: “That is, philosophy 
should discipline the mind, turn it away from 
damaging habits, cure it of weaknesses, perfect it, 
focus it on its proper ends, transform the personality 
and enlighten the eyes of the soul.”2  

As the mind becomes concentrated through 
the acts of learning, it is also disciplined to be able 
to give significant attention. We can see this in 
youngsters as they grow and learn. The practice of 
listening to reading and then reading for themselves, 
for example, disciplines the mind to focus and be 
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present to a particular issue.
This increased capacity to give attention is essential in living out one’s 

calling. Simone Weil, a Christian philosopher, reminds us that “Prayer 
consists of attention. It is the orientation of all the attention of which 
the soul is capable towards God.”3 She goes on to point out that this 
attention is developed through “school exercises” which need not be 
religious. It could be something as mundane as a geometry problem. 
Every exercise becomes “a sacrament” wherein the learner is enabled 
to “suspend thought, leaving it detached, empty, and ready to be 
penetrated by the object…. In every school exercise there is a special 
way of waiting upon truth, setting our hearts upon it, yet not allowing 
ourselves to go out in search of it.”4  

This state of attentive openness is enjoined in the Scriptures: “Guard 
your steps as you go to the house of God and draw near to listen rather 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing 
evil. do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a 
matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the 
earth; therefore let your words be few” (Ecclesiastes 5:1-3, nASU). The 
practices involved in education discipline the mind to negate distraction 
and offer attentiveness. This state of attentiveness amounts to being 
present to the God who is present to us. In that presence we are able to 
hear when he speaks. We are able to follow in our calling for we have 
been receptive to the voice that calls.

Concentrating the mind also involves ordering the intellect. This 
ordering is a necessary part of the educational process. Take the 
educational practice of research for example. Research by its very nature 
requires order, for it requires method. Following the order of research 
trains the mind to operate in an ordered manner. Throughout this 
process we learn to practice reason. dallas Willard defines “reason” as 
“the capacity to apprehend truth itself, as truth is displayed in any true 
thought, judgment or statement. That capacity involves, among other 
things, the capacity to grasp logical relations and thereby appreciate 
evidence for truth.”5  

The Scripture affirms this ordered way of thinking. James writes that 
the heavenly wisdom needed within the community is, among other 
qualities, “reasonable” (James 3:17, nASU). This is contrasted with earthly 
and demonic wisdom which produces “disorder” (James 3:16). Bringing 
this order to the mind enables one to perceive the truth and thereby 
recognize the call of God.

Developing Discernment
Closely related to the effects of the concentrated mind, is the ability 

to discern what is true and thereby recognize God’s call. Aristotle said, 
“The man who has been educated in a subject is a good judge of that 
subject, and the man who has received an all-round education is a 
good judge in general.”6 While we obviously connect discernment with 
judging between true and false, it also includes the ability to determine 
what is relevant and necessary. Once again, this ability is necessary in 
the process of research. In any inquiry, all data is not necessary. All data 
is not true. developing discernment is essential. We ask questions like, 
“does this source apply to my question? Is this source reliable? How 
have I arrived at the conclusions to those questions?” 

This faculty of discernment can enable us to identify the presence 

and word of God in the midst of the world. The 
rigorous practices of reading, analyzing, testing, 
dialoging, and reasoning all lend themselves to the 
development of the ability of discernment necessary 
to hear the voice of God. When this discernment is 
practiced in step with the Spirit, life experiences can 
become full of meaning and beauty. We are able to 
recognize what Os Guinness calls the “splendor of the 
ordinary.”7 The abilities sharpened by practice in the 
academy are turned upon the world with the intent 
of seeing and hearing God and giving no quarter to 
the false and superfluous. In such a practice, calling 
can be readily recognized, for “Earth’s crammed with 
heaven and every common bush afire with God; But 
only he who sees, takes off his shoes….”8 The Spirit 
can use the educational process to develop people 
who see.

hearing Others
“Knowledge puffeth up” (1 Corinthians 8:1). This 

was one of the warning verses wielded by some well-
meaning elders of my younger years. Their concern 
was that too much knowledge can ruin a person by 
making them intolerably arrogant. This statement 
of Paul’s was used without regard to the apostle’s 
intent or its context. Their experiences, however, had 
brought them in contact with knowledgeable people 
who refused to listen. Of course, the world is full of 
ignorant folks who are just as conceited. Simply put, 
it is a lack of humility (an equal opportunity vice!), 
a refusal to accept that another has a voice worthy 
of being heard. The educational process, when 
submitted to, has the ability to nurture humility by 
training the learner to listen to others. 

Education, whether at school, at home, or in 
cyberspace, necessarily takes place in community. 
The student must have a teacher. The relationship of 
disciple and master must be developed in order for 
knowledge to be transferred and education to occur. 
An illustrative though currently infrequent practice 
of this is reading aloud. neil Holm contends that 
this practice in education strengthens community 
and fosters the “development of good listening skills 
that are the foundation of other-directedness. We 
do not listen well to each other, because we have 
become so self-oriented. We cannot be truly other-
oriented unless we listen deeply, are deeply aware 
of others and are truly present to them.”9 We can add 
to this the practices of listening to a teacher, to the 
author of a text, or to our peers in dialog. The choice 
to listen is an admission that one does not possess 
all knowledge and may, indeed, be wrong at some 
points. It is an indication of openness to persuasion, 
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of presence, and of a willingness 
to look for the truth. 

The cultivation of this humility 
develops people who are “quick 
to hear, slow to speak and slow 
to anger” (James 1:19, nASU). 
This humility readies us to hear 
God’s call as it comes through the 
community. Perhaps it will be a 
call from leadership regarding a 
need or the face of a beggar on 
the street or the simple innocently 
piercing question of a child. 
Regardless of the medium, the 
practice of listening to learn will 
enable one to hear God’s call.

Education as 
formation

Thus far, we have discussed 
education as a practice and, where 
relevant, touched upon specific 
practices within education. The 
aim of our discussion has been to 
demonstrate that these practices 
can develop individuals who are 
able to hear the call of God. The 
attentive person is present to hear 
from the other and can employ 
reason with others to discern the 
voice of God. When this process 
is brought under the Spirit’s 
presence and guidance, it also has 
a formative effect, which is part of 
answering God’s call.

The process of education under 
the power of the Holy Spirit aids 
in spiritual formation enabling 
the learner to hear and respond 
to the call of God. We have seen 
a few ways in which educational 
practices can specifically aid in 
that ability to hear. now we turn 
to see how the process as a whole 
can aid the learner to respond.

The Whole Person
Thus far we have observed 

some effects of education upon 
the intellect. However, it would 

be mistaken to assume that only the cognitive functions of the person are in view. Recent 
advances in science are showing us what many ancient societies and the Scriptures have 
known all along: learning involves the whole person—mind, heart, and body. Along with 
the acquisition of knowledge and development of reason, affections are shaped and 
practices acquired. Thus, a godly education accomplishes three things in the student: 1) 
directs his or her affections to truth, beauty, and holiness; 2) helps him or her as well to 
understand those things; and 3) helps him or her practice them. In this way, the learner is 
developed into one whose entire being is poised to respond to the call of God.

The belief of those who seek to honor Christ in the practice of education is that what 
we love we will attend unto, and what we attend unto we will become. However, we first 
attend unto it in our ignorance. We are not yet what we look upon. We do not know what 
we seek to understand. We are faceless seeking answers. Yet the process of truly seeking 
under the Spirit’s guidance can lead us to eventually see the answers most desired. We 
hear the voice of God calling and turn to see His glory—whether that be illumined in a 
beautiful equation, provoking novel, or biblical passage. In gazing upon His glory we are 
led to see the fount of that glory in Christ and then we are “transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18, nASU). And in time, through all this process 
as we discern and respond to the call of God, we are also formed. Then when our faces are 
like his face, we have the answer we most seek because, as C. S. Lewis wrote, “before [his] 
face questions die away. What other answer would suffice?”10

Conclusion
Working with students at a Christian college, I am well aware of the angst and mystique 

that surround the idea of “the call of God.” In the Pentecostal tradition, it seems that 
everyone either wants to see a burning bush or they fear it. The former want the grand 
experience that will forever direct their lives eradicating all doubt. The latter fear the fire 
will consume them as it might direct them to something they dread. However, relatively 
few of them ever have a marked dramatic encounter that forever settles the direction of 
their lives into some particular career. Rather, if they submit to the process of education, 
they usually grow and come to discern the call of God in the very ways described in this 
article. They become more present to God, more discerning in their judgments, and more 
ready to listen. The Spirit unceasingly works in the processes of their education to shape 
their habits, their speech, and their tastes. They come to love more what they should love. 
Most of all, they become more like the One they love. And that is fulfilling the call.  
___________________________________________________________________________
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Please provide a brief overview of the New Life 
Dream Center:

The new Life dream Center (nLdC) is a 12-month 
men’s and women’s discipleship program specializing 
in drug, alcohol, and substance abuse treatment. 
Established in Contra Costa County in the State  
of California in 2012, the new Life dream Center, 
formerly The new Life Center, officially opened 
its doors in 2004. It was owned and operated as 
a ministry of Family Worship Center, a 501 (c)(3) 
organization established and incorporated in the 
State of California in 2001. In April 2011 Pastor 
Jonathan Gee met with Pastor Matthew Barnett, 
founder of the Los Angeles dream Center, a 
nationwide ministry that is the model for all dream 
Centers in the U.S. Pastor Jonathan, with the blessing 
of Pastor Matthew, renamed the facility The new Life 
dream Center (nLdC).  

AN INTERVIEW WITH:

NEW LIFE
DREAM CENTER

The new Life dream Center 
emphasizes the importance of 
treating clients with dignity while 
helping them reintegrate into 
society as productive, drug free 
individuals. The efforts of the 
staff, volunteers, and recently 
rehabilitated individuals whose 
lives have been dramatically 
changed are paramount to the 
success of new Life dream Center.  
nLdC walks in the spirit of love 
in the presence of whomever, 
wherever, forever.  Before you can 
discover God’s plan and purpose 
for your life, you must first love 
yourself and know “God loved you 
first.”
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a) Scripture Memorization 
b) Christian Counseling 
c) Guidance to Understanding God’s Principles
d) Teachings on How to Live in God’s Will.  

The discipleship program provides the following services:
1) Accommodations 
2) Comprehensive substance abuse counseling and education 

(intense daily counseling). 
3) Transportation 
4) Assisting clients with appropriate referrals to a vast network of 

community resources.
5) A transition home upon graduation if there is no stable drug free 

environment available to them.  
6) We also assist clients with job searches, training, and viable 

employment.
7) Providing in-depth drug and Alcohol education. 
8) Helping reduce the stigma of the alcoholic/addict through 

education and community outreach. 
9) Effectively represent the interests of substance abuse treatment 

to clients, the community, referring agencies, and other involved 
parties.

10) Life Coping Skills
11) Hands-on job training
In addition, nLdC provides work therapy for disciples that encourages 

a strong work ethic, gives the disciples a chance to learn marketable 
job skills, and obtain sustainable employment.  disciples are also 
encouraged to participate in community service in the areas of 
neighborhood beautification, graffiti removal, and elderly assistance 
with yard work.

Our disciples also have the opportunity to become world leaders 
by attending our affiliate Messenger College. Messenger College is 
committed to developing world-changing Pentecostal leaders for the 
21st century. disciples are challenged in their studies as they learn 
more about God and His creation and mission.  They also have the 
opportunity to gain skills and experiences necessary for leadership in 
the changing world.

how many current residents do you have?
Currently we are able to house 12 men and two staff members in 

the men’s division and 7 women and 1 staff member in the women’s 
division. They come to us from desperate families, churches, jails, 
prisons, as well as the people we sweep right off the streets.

Please share the story of your new property:
As more people hear about the success of the program, we are 

receiving calls and letters from all over the nation. Unfortunately we 
have no space available. Our church has stepped out in faith and 
purchased a brand new 50-unit hotel, which will house the men and 
women of the nLdC, as well as families in crisis. We will now be able to 
help over 100 people and house staff as well. The building is built and 
furnished. We still need to finish the parking lot and some utilities and 
electrical.

how did the vision start for the Dream Center?
Twelve years ago my wife, Laura, and I were called 

to pioneer a new work in Brentwood, CA. We started 
by doing what we knew, youth and children’s events, 
feeding the hungry, and reaching out to the less 
fortunate. In doing this, the church began to grow 
and God was sending a lot of people to us with 
life-controlling issues, such as drug and alcohol 
addiction. These people came from all backgrounds, 
race, and economic positions. However, we were 
not seeing long term success due to a lack of 
discipleship. We felt called to have a ministry that 
provided that discipleship. We actually started by 
taking a 52-year-old woman into our home. My mom, 
diana Gee, had started ministering to her through 
a Bible study at a run-down trailer park our church 
had been ministering to every Saturday with a 
message of hope, grocery giveaway, and activities for 
children. Seeing the transformation that came from 
discipleship ignited the dream to have a place where 
others could get their lives back from life-controlling 
issues. We found a house to rent, but unfortunately, 
after pouring our lives into the woman for four 
months, she walked away for a cigarette, which led 
to a drink, and then that drink led her back to the 
destructive life she came from. My wife and I were 
devastated. The following Sunday morning, God sent 
three men bound by addiction to the altar where 
they gave their hearts to the Lord and cried out for 
help. We put those three men in that little green 
house, and so began the nLdC in 2003.

Please provide a brief snapshot of what the 
program looks like:

The new Life dream Center discipleship program 
is structured as a four (4) level Christ-centered 
program.  Each potential disciple goes through an 
intense intake/interview process.  The Levels Program 
is designed to give unique opportunities to disciples 
based on their behaviors and attitudes. This method 
provides the disciple with an understanding that 
the choices they make directly affect the benefits 
and rewards they receive in life. Those not interested 
in progressing forward with healthy positive 
choices will not reap the benefits and privileges 
that accompany positive choices. All disciples 
enter the program at Level One (1).  They have an 
opportunity to move forward to greater rewards and 
responsibilities, or regress to fewer privileges and less 
responsibility.  

The disciples are guided through the following four 
(4) program Levels:  
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What advice/counsel would you give a local church/pastor 
considering starting a similar program?

We have found drug addiction is no respecter of persons. It affects 
rich, poor, educated, uneducated, black, white, and everything in 
between. The church as a whole has a misconception that somehow 
these people are drug addicts and alcoholics because they want to 
be.  We say things like “this is their choice; they’ve made their bed, let 
them lie in it.” The fact is, they are too weak to fight for themselves and 
need the hope that we have in Jesus to believe that God has a plan and 
a purpose for their life. The enemy has stolen their dreams and they 
find themselves in captivity much like the children of Israel when the 
prophet Jeremiah delivered them a message of hope: “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11, nIv).  

Anyone can start this ministry. We started with little or nothing, and 
just began to love people the world had given up on. We can’t wait for 
these people to come to us. We must take the message of hope to them. 
As the church, we hold the key to their freedom through Jesus Christ.  
This ministry will be the toughest in your church, but in turn is the 
most fruitful. Paul called us to share in Christ’s suffering that we might 
also share in His glory. We have found no case too big or too drastic for 
transformation to occur. Jesus works every time. God doesn’t make junk.  
Every man, woman, or child that you will ever come in contact with are 
God’s creation designed with a plan and a purpose. In every case, when 
people receive the hope of Him, the gem that God has created them to 
be is uncovered.

Share some testimonies from the program: 
Alex: “I was born Memorial day, which should have been a day of 

celebration, but in reality it was the day my mother left me at the 
hospital. My grandparents, who owned a bar, raised me for several years 
until they died. I went into the Foster Care System and was bounced 
from home to home and made to feel expendable. The only constant 
in my life was school, and I was good at it. I graduated, and even went 
to college a while and obtained a good job in the defense industry. I 
started to party with coworkers, and the substance abuse started taking 
hold of my life. I continued to have other jobs and succeed through the 
world’s standards and even owned my own home. drug and alcohol 
abuse escalated and I ended up losing everything and was sleeping 
under a bridge a stone’s throw away from Family Worship Center. 
I would come out regularly to try to bum beer money from Pastor 
Jonathan. He would give me food and tell me to come see him when 
I wanted to get my life back. One rainy Sunday I was tired of it all and 
remembered the invitation. I washed my muddy shoes in a mud puddle 
and went to church. As I sat in the back of the church and heard Pastor 
say, “God doesn’t make junk!” I surrendered my life to Christ that day and 
entered the nLdC. That was 5 years ago, and I now have a great job in 
the computer industry and am on staff at night at the nLdC. I give back 
to men in the program for the life the program gave back to me. I have 
since been reconciled to the mother that left me at the hospital that 
Memorial day and have siblings and family that are a big part of my life. 

 Jacob: “I was raised in a good Christian home with parents involved in 
ministry. In high school I was a rising basketball prospect. A serious car 

accident ended that hope. After several operations 
and an addiction to pain killers, I landed at University 
of Tennessee. There my addiction advanced to 
include alcohol. In spite of my lifestyle, I graduated 
an empty person with no direction that had given 
up on any dreams I once had. Thankfully, my parents 
wouldn’t give up on the son they knew and loved. 
They called the nLdC and I went to California to see 
what God had in store for me. What did I have to 
lose? I am happy to say that after graduating the new 
Life dream Center discipleship program I went on to 
acquire my Masters in clinical psychology. Today I am 
married to my beautiful wife and we are expecting 
our first child.”

Melissa: ”I was born into a middle class nazarene 
family in South dakota. I loved church, loved the 
Lord, and never missed a youth camp. After moving 
to Colorado with my family and a few bad choices, 
I ended up a pregnant teen. I was sent away from 
my family and a youth group that I loved to have 
the baby and give it up for adoption to a nice family. 
I returned home to carry on as if everything was 
normal. I went on to graduate high school and then 
attended a nazarene University for a couple of years. 
While everything seemed to be fine on the outside, 
inside I was screaming, “How could you just give 
your baby away?” I met a young man that introduced 
me to marijuana and ended up pregnant again. I 
married him, and after having my second daughter, 
my substance abuse started. After never dealing with 
drugs before, within 6 months I had progressed to a 
level that I had lost everything. My job, my marriage, 
and yet again I had abandoned another child. This 
led to 10 years of serious abuse and destruction in 
my life. I ended up in California with my mom and 
sister, knowing that it was only a matter of time 
before they found out I was using daily. I attended 
Family Worship Center with my sister and saw the 
transformation in the men of the nLdC and thought 
for the first time there could be hope for me. I 
entered the nLdC and the journey to get my life back 
had begun. I now find myself as the house leader in 
the women’s division with a hope again of ministry 
and reconciliation with my children. The sky’s the 
limit.”  



What is it that causes a leader to get stronger? What pushes leaders to keep 
improving and growing in their leadership?

Over the past 20 years, I have had the opportunity to serve some great 
leaders. I have been able to watch how different leaders lead and navigate important 
moments. I have seen leaders miss it and I have seen leaders nail it. One of the most 
remarkable traits that has been consistent in every significant leader is that, to this day, 
they are still growing. I remember one leader in particular, who is now in heaven, and a 
moment of interaction with him that shifted my mentality as a leader.

I was sitting in staff meeting and we were going through our normal course of updates 
and discussions. As we were talking, we heard the door to our room open and a familiar, 
commanding voice quietly ask if our executive pastor was in the room. Everyone 
recognized the voice of our ministry’s founding father, and the room grew silent. It was 
not typical for him to be at staff meetings, especially to arrive unannounced. He was the 
grandfather of our executive pastor, and the father of our lead pastor. At the time, he was 
around 80 years of age and had just returned from Sophia, Bulgaria where he and his wife 
were running an English Speaking Academy they had launched. They had been there for a 
couple of weeks checking in on the ministry and the school and had just returned.  

I will never forget his body 
language as he walked into the 
room, nor will I forget the sense 
of awe and respect EvERY person 
in that room felt for him. He sat 
humbly in a chair and said, “Go 
ahead, you can keep having your 
meeting.” We all just stared at 
each other. Our executive pastor 
didn’t miss a beat, “no, Grandpa, 
this meeting is yours. Is there 
something you want to say?”

In his deep, authoritative, yet 
graceful voice he said, “I just want 
to apologize.” Again, we all looked 
at each other with bewilderment. 
He continued, “I haven’t been 

BY TOM TOnEY

26 PM | Fall 2013



around here much lately, and I don’t feel like I’m doing enough for this 
ministry. So I want to say how much I appreciate all that you are all pouring 
into this church, and I am committed to doing my part.”

I will never forget the rush of emotion that I felt in that moment. I wanted 
to cry and burst out in laughter at the same time. I could see that smiles 
were being held back by many of the staff members because we all knew 
that the collective accomplishments of every person sitting in that room did 
not add up to even a portion of what this amazing leader had done in his 
lifetime.

I began this post with two questions to which I would like to offer some 
insight: What is it that causes a leader to get stronger? What pushes great 
leaders to keep improving and growing in their leadership?

Consider these thoughts:  
ASCeNDiNG LeADeRS ARe LeADeRS thAt . . .

Don’t Assume They have Arrived: This is such a huge 
challenge. Most of us in leadership can easily recount everything we’ve 
done throughout the last 5 years of our leadership. I am convinced that 
very little ever escapes the attention of great leaders. So remembering the 
details of actions and decisions and outcomes is a natural part of being a 
great leader. This ability often offers us the opportunity to feel like we’ve 
done A LOT and to rest in the fact that we are really working hard. But 
the great leaders I have observed have this similar quality about them of 
denying themselves the right to rest in their accomplishments. If anyone 
on that day in our staff meeting had the right to chill out and take the day 
off (or the year) it was our founding pastor. But he was still climbing, still 
reaching, and still desiring to go higher. Why?  Because he did not assume 
he had arrived.  Being an Ascending Leader requires that we must keep 
improving our leadership.

Do heavy lifting: It is critical as leaders that we build a strong 
team around us. A team that is capable of handling heavy loads and 
navigating difficult seasons. It is equally critical that we continue to do 
some heavy lifting of our own. I often have said that one of the challenges 
of being around great leaders is that we lean so much on them that we 
don’t build enough of our own muscle to stand when they’re not around.  I 
believe the same is true of leaders who depend so heavily on their teams 
that when the team is not around they don’t know how to function.  Our 
teams need us to stay strong and to KEEP ascending as leaders. You can only 
imagine how the brief, impactful thoughts of our leader that day served as 
a very pointed reminder of how insignificant the issues we faced actually 
were. I can tell you that our senior leader was still ascending, and it caused 
me to want to do the same.  Being an Ascending Leader requires that we 
must continue to do heavy lifting.

lead with Power AND humility: There were two possible 
scenarios in the moment I have described. The first is that our leader 
could have walked in the room and demanded that we all “STEP UP”! “GET 
IT TOGETHER”! “dO SOME REAL WORK”! none of us could have denied 
that he had earned the right to say those things, nor could we question 
the accuracy of the challenge. Those words would have been powerful. 
But I have to admit, they would not have been nearly as powerful as the 
humility with which we were challenged. I believe his apology was entirely 

sincere. But it was the combination of his POWER 
(authority) and HUMILITY (servant hood) that has 
made it such an indelible leadership moment 
for me. As leaders, we have the responsibility 
of guarding the gift of leadership that God has 
given us and the power it represents. We are 
also accountable for harnessing that power and 
authority and channeling it for the good of those 
we lead. POWER without HUMILITY can become 
destructive. BeiNG AN ASCeNDiNG LeADeR 
RequiReS thAt We CoNtiNue to LeAD 
With huMiLity fRoM ouR PoSitioN of 
AuthoRity.

One of the most eye-opening realizations 
for me in that staff-meeting moment was 
understanding that great leadership is a life-
long pursuit. That even at nearly 80 years old, 
this leader was continuing to ascend. He had 
not given up, decided he had done enough, or 
become content with his place on the leadership 
mountain. Just because a leader might say, “I 
have a long way to go,” does not necessarily mean 
they are moving up. I determined that day that, 
however, with God’s Grace, I would live out my 
life always ascending as a leader.  

How about you?  Are you an Ascending Leader?

lead Strong.  

Tom & Kathy 
Toney have been 
leading in ministry 
for over 20 years and 
are the founders of 
Current Family, an 
organization dedicated 
to creating resources 

and mentoring leaders for equipping the next 
generation.  Tom is the creator of KUEST for 
Excellence and the newly launched KUEST World: 
An initiative aimed at equipping churches in need 
with free resources for empowering the next 
generation to serve and lead. Tom & Kathy are 
also lead Pastors of Family Life Church in Marion, 
OH.  You can learn more about Current Family, 
Family Life Church, KUEST for Excellence and 
KUEST World at www.currentfamily.com.

If you are aware of churches in need that could 
benefit from free KUEST for Excellence resources, 
or would like to sponsor a church in need, you 
can visit www.KUESTWORLd.org.
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About 18 months ago God began to set in motion the 
renewing of the Pentecostal Church of God in the United 
Kingdom. Initiated by our field representative, Rev. Curtis 
Peart, with contact given to us by Bishop Secku of Ghana, 

this journey unfolded with great speed. That initial contact began 
with Rev. daniel Attoh, pastor of dominion Chapel International in 
Manchester, England.

Over the past 18 months there have been a number of individuals 
that have been instrumental in getting this new international initiative 
off the ground. My personal thanks go to the following:  Bishop Charles 
and Janice Scott; Rev. Curtis Peart, World Missions Field Representative; 
Rev. Joe and Teena Skiles, President daniel and Rhonda davis; Caleb 
Smith; Brooke Skiles; Jonathan Kincaid; Jon and Rachel Skiles; Mary 
Price; and, Janie Kincaid.  In addition to these there are many in England 
that we are extremely grateful for their contributions to this effort.  To 
name each and every one at this juncture would be very difficult.

The effort over the past number of months culminated in the 
inaugural Pentecostal Church of God United Kingdom Convention held 
in Manchester, England July 25-27. during the day breakout sessions 
were held on various topics of ministry. In the evening dynamic worship 
services were conducted punctuated by anointed preaching of the 

Word. Jon and Rachel Skiles conducted children’s 
ministry in conjunction with the evening services. 
Attendance continued to grow service by service 
with over 300 attending the last night.

Officers appointed to serve for the next two years 
are: national Bishop, Rev. daniel Attoh; national 
Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. Peter djabang; Executive 
Board Members, Rev. Lynwall Powell and Rev. Theo 
Benning.

The closing service was held on Sunday morning/
afternoon July 28 at dominion Chapel International 
PCG with a powerful move of the Holy Spirit. during 
the remainder of the day everyone enjoyed a feast of 
England style bar-b-que.  

There is no doubt that God has put His signature 
on this expansion of His kingdom in the United 
Kingdom. Our prayers continue for Bishop Attoh and 
all of those who now march forward in unison to 
reclaim England and the U.K. for Christ.  

PCg United Kingdom

GLOBAL
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MissionarySpotlight

Panama
CAPITAL: PAnAMA CITY | POPULATIOn: 3,661,868 | LAnGUAGE: SPAnISH

Where?
Panama

Who?
Bob and Marcela Wilson

When?
On the field with PCG since 2012.
Independent from 2007-2012.

Pray for:
The ngobe Indian project reaching the 
ngobe Indians bringing relief in caring 
for children…feeding and teaching 
them and ministering to the entire 
family.

financial Needs:
Monthly Support
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MUSIC

Hillsong Young and Free Alive
“You are Alive in us, nothing can take your place.” Hillsong Young & Free introduce the announcement 
of their first album Alive, which releases in October, with their single “Alive”. Young & Free have created a 
new genre of Christian music that combines the use of techno beats and inspiration lyrics creating a  “fist 
pumping” and enjoyable song for all generations to listen and worship to. 

Moriah Peters I Choose Jesus
The chirpy, fun, snappy and sweet tones of Moriah Peters makes I Choose Jesus a must hear album.  I 
Choose Jesus is a Folk, Pop driven track list that represents faith and life from the heart of someone who 
is in love with Jesus. I Choose Jesus, blended with soulful vocals and profound lyrics, makes this “happy” 
album a must hear for all generations to enjoy. 

Joey + Rory Inspired
With a mixture of old and new, Joey + Rory release their album Inspired. Showcasing their country sounds, 
Inspired represents an album that captures songs about faith and family. With a mixture of family southern 
gospel favorites, such as “In the Garden”, “Are you Washed in the Blood of the Lamb”, “Amazing Grace”, and 
more, and debuting new songs enjoy the southern gospel sound of Joey + Rory. 

The following is not an endorsement of the views, and opinions expressed by the presented materials and do not neccessarily  reflect those of the Pentecostal Church of God.

Media
Review
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Not a Fan by Kyle Idelman
Are you a Fan or a Follower? Kyle Idleman, pastor of the Southeast Christian, ask in 224 pages to examine your 
walk with Christ in his book not a Fan. Idleman, with “frankness sprinkled with humor”, calls you to consider 
the demands and rewards of being a true disciple of Christ. not a Fan shows that as followers, not fans, we 
should never give up living for the One who gave his all for us, “We are to live the way Jesus lived, love the way 
he loved, and pray the way her prayed.“

Joyce Meyers: Enjoying Everyday Life
Subscribe free, through ITunes, the opportunity to listen to Joyce Meyers in her podcast, “Enjoying Everyday 
Life”.  download a variety of messages from Joyce Meyers. Take 30 minutes a day to allow God to speak to you 
through your Iphone, Ipod, mp3, or computer with “Enjoying Everyday Life” Podcast. 

Relevant Podcast
“Relevant to God, Life, & Progressive Culture.” From the creators of Relevant Magazine, Relevant provides 
podcast that discusses subjects that matter to your life. The podcast features live musical performances 
and interviews. Relevant covers faith, culture and intentional living. Learn and grow when you subscribe to 
Relevant Podcast. 

Follow Me by David Platt
“A Call to die. A Call to Live.” david Platt, lead pastor of The Church at Brook Hills, puts into perspective that 
globally there are multitudes of people who culturally think they are Christians, but biblically are not true 
followers of Christ. In Follow Me, it explains what it takes to give up your world life, in exchange for a life full 
of indescribable and deep satisfaction when you fully devote yourself to God. “ The call to follow Jesus is not 
simply an invitation to pray a prayer; it’s a summons to lose your life – and to find new life in him.” 

Multiply by Francis Chan with Mark Beauving
“And I will equip you to find others to follow me.” After you have examined your walk with Christ and have 
made a decision to follow the call Christ has on your life, you must now equip yourselves to make more 
disciples of Christ. Multiply, written by Frances Chan (with Mark Beauving), equips you, through designed 
discipleship relationships and other focus settings, to carry out Jesus’s Ministry: “To go and make disciples.”  
Chan focuses that we are disciples who make disciples and keep making disciples, until the whole world know 
the truth of Jesus Christ. 

BOOKS

POdCASTS

RELEvAnT
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Peggy Allen Peggy Allen is the Senior Content Editor for the Pentecostal Messenger as well as for the Senior Adult 
Sunday School Curriculum of the PCG. 

If you were asked, “do you know the Lord?” 
most who are reading this article would answer, 

“Yes, I know Him. He is my Savior and Lord.” What a 
wonderful thing it is to know the Lord, to have our 
sins washed away, and have assurance of eternal life.

Would you also be able to claim you are a disciple 
of Jesus? 

Being a disciple of Jesus is so much more than 
“knowing the Lord.” Jesus’ statement in Luke 9:23 explains that to be 
His disciple, one must be willing to bear a cross for Him. Bearing a cross 
is definitely not the same as wearing a cross, although in our post-
Christian era, wearing a cross around one’s neck is becoming more and 
more like bearing a cross. To those who reject the Jesus of the Cross, the 
wearing of a cross has become an offense and a reason to discriminate 
against or persecute the wearer.

The cross of a disciple is to be a replica of Jesus’ cross in that it is an 
instrument of death. The world, past and present, is full of followers of 
Jesus who have paid the ultimate price of being His disciple. Their love 
for Him compelled them to give their all in service to Him. They bore 
their cross proudly and gladly. 

But when Jesus said that to be His disciple one had to take up his 
cross daily and follow Him, it is obvious He was not speaking of giving 
one’s life in martyrdom, for you can only do that one time. nevertheless, 
the cross is a symbol of death; it has no other purpose. death, therefore, 
must be a reality in the life of a disciple.

Someone once said, that it is easier to die for Christ than to live for 
Him. That person was not talking about the normal, everyday Christian 
life we are familiar with. Rather, he was talking about the life of a true 
disciple. One who has surrendered his life to the Master’s call. One who 
has put to death the normal ambitions of the flesh in exchange for a life 
of spiritual servitude.

A new Testament definition of disciple is “imitator.” In Jesus’ day 
disciples of a rabbi did not just attend an hour or so of teaching on the 
Sabbath, or even every day. The disciple lived with the teacher, and 
studied his every move. He was merely a shadow of the teacher. The 
result was that he became like his teacher. The 12 disciples of Jesus are 
an observable example of this type of discipleship.

As imitators of Jesus, we are to be like Him and do what He did. Jesus 
lived simply, loved everybody, suffered rejection by His own people, 
accepted willingly the weight of the sins of every person, and finally, 

died the cruelest death of all as He 
paid our debt of sin. With that in 
mind, could we have the audacity 
to call ourselves a disciple? do we 
have the courage to accept that 
role? Or the will?

The cross of a disciple may be 
heavy; however, it is not one we 
carry alone, for we are yoked with 
the One who is able to support the 
main load. He says, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light” (Matthew 
11:28-30). Being a follower of 
Jesus, walking in close proximity 
to Him, puts us in a position to 
learn from Him. Eugene Peterson 
renders these verses, “Walk with 
me and work with me—watch 
how I do it. Learn the unforced 
rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or unfitting on 
you. Keep company with me 
and you’ll learn to live freely and 
lightly” (The Message, navpress).

To be Jesus’ disciple, we must 
bear a cross, but the cross is not 
meant to break us or wear us 
down. Rather, it is a badge of 
honor, identifying us with our 
beloved Master, who not only 
carried His cross, but also gave His 
life on it for our sakes.  

ArE yOU A DISCIPlE 
Or JUST AN ACqUAINTANCE?
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Pastor, Southern Missouri District, Solid Rock Family Worship 
Elayer, MO
Bishop Bob McGee
417-293-7077
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Mid Atlantic Coast District, Faith Tabernacle Church
Roanoke Rapids, NC
Bishop Randall Lawrence Sr.
540-239-1815
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Oklahoma District, Abiding Life Fellowship
Muskogee, OK
Presbyter Edward Cunningham
 918-208-3903
_________________________________________________________

Youth Pastor, Kentucky District, Cross Point Church
Versailles, KY
Pastor Roberts
859-873-3336
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Oregon/So. Idaho District, New Hope Fellowship
Sweethome, OR
Presbyter Rev. Carlie Overpeck
503-754-2121
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Oregon/So. Idaho District, New Hope Center
Corvallis, OR
Bishop don Manning
503-886-9329
_________________________________________________________

Pastor, Oregon/So. Idaho District, Calvary Chapel
Toledo, OR
Bishop don Manning
503-886-9329
_________________________________________________________

Youth Pastor, Oregon/So. Idaho District, Prineville Praise & 
Worship Center Prineville, OR
Pastor Clyde Smalling
541-233-8299

Tweets from around the Christian Community:

@sadierob God has shown me true love. Unfailing 
love. It gives me chills to know that I am his child. 
Amazing week! Glory to God Forever.

@OraiaSpeaks The church does not exist to serve 
you; you exist to serve the church 

@bhouck3 Psalm 1:6 For The Lord watches over the 
way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will 
perish blessed me today.Stay strong & do right

@CSLewisDaily The real job of every moral teacher 
is to keep bringing us back to the simple principles 
which we’re so anxious not to see. #CSLewis

@GreggJohnsonJ12 Jesus is calling us to be 
greater with Him not than Him John14:12

@edsetzer Pastors, move beyond your arrogance 
& stop thinking your preaching is enough to be the 
church’s discipleship strategy. 

@Skiles_Court Christfollowers: our job is to go out 
into the world * teach God’s word. Isn’t that what he 
called us to do? To be disciples! #discipleship 

@theunderwoods2 Trusting God I rely on Him to 
prompt me and give direction in the right season at 
the right moment and have no fear or worry about 
timing.

26



34 PM | Fall 2013

RELEvAnTTH
AT IS RELEVA

N
T

RA
n

d
Y LAW

REn
CE JR.

Randy Lawrence Jr. is the Impact Leadership development director , a part of the editorial staff for The Pentecostal 
Messenger, and currently leads the Communications team of the Pentecostal Church of God.

Farmers farm. Fishers fish. Runners run. Singers 
sing. Leaders _____.

Lead?  Right?  You are correct, Ke-mo sah-bee. But 
how about another “L” word: LEARn. Leaders learn. 
Leaders are learners and the minute we stop learning 
we stop leading. So if I’m not learning, then I’m not 
leading.

now this is really good preaching material, and I’m sure you’ve 
heard it all before, but if we were to take an honest evaluation of 
ourselves, I wonder what we would discover as it relates to our personal 
commitment to learning?

Am I committed to learning?

You see at the core of discipleship, is learning. The heartbeat of what 
we know and refer to as “discipleship” is a commitment to “learning.”  
This is not a one-stop deal, an all-inclusive package, or a class that we 
complete, but rather a commitment to becoming a life-long learner!

I’ll never forget going back to the dMv (Lord, have mercy) to get my 
drivers license renewed.  do you know what the virginia department 
of Motor vehicles had the guts to do?  They made me take the written 
drivers exam again!! “Seriously,” I thought to myself, “You mean they 
expect me to remember this stuff 10 years after taking my first test?” I 
found myself in a serious pickle as I strived to think back to my drivers-
ed course from my high school days! The result? I failed miserably! I was 
forced to go back and study again.  You see, I thought that it was a one-
time deal! BAM! Study, cram, take the test, and I’m dOnE!

How many times do we view learning the same way?  

“Well, I got my degree!”
“Well, I finally passed the Ordination Exam!”
“Well, I’m officially a small group leader!”
“Well, I just got voted in as ____________.”

Please hear me; I’m not downplaying our accomplishments, 
especially as they relate to learning.  Graduating with a degree is a 
HUGE accomplishment! Getting ordained or obtaining leadership 

roles/positions are significant 
achievements that should be 
celebrated!  But they cannot be 
the end. Learning is not a page 
that we turn, or a chapter we 
finish.  Being a leader means I 
am committed to being a life-
long learner. Regardless of rank, 
position, or title, if I still have a 
pulse, I should be committed to 
learning.  Perhaps one reason 
we (the Church) are struggling 
with discipleship is because we 
ourselves are struggling with 
being a disciple?  

I love the simple but powerful 
words of Christ in Matthew 11, 
“Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me…” (emphasis added).  
What a privilege we have to 
experience the daily opportunity 
of learning from Christ. The choice 
is ours to make. Will I learn? Will 
I lead?  Will I disciple? Benjamin 
Franklin said, “Being ignorant is 
not so much a shame, as being 
unwilling to learn.”  As much 
as I hate to admit it, that trip 
to the dMv was good for me. 
It taught me a valuable lesson 
I will never forget.  Today, let’s 
make a renewed commitment to 
discipleship. How?  By validating 
our role as leaders with a renewed 
commitment to learning. To me, 
that is relevant.  

ThE “l” WOrD



Fall 2013 | PM 35

PARTNERING To MAkE A DIFFERENCE

IMPACT
APPALACHIA

JoIN ouR EFFoRTs IN ouR CHRIsTMAs 
ouTREACH To THE APPALACHIAN 

MouNTAINs.
Go oR HELP DoNATE To THE  

CAusE by CALLING:  817-554-5900 ExT: 352

Light 
Candle

Help Empowered Women’s Ministries Light 
Another Candle for:

Impact Appalachia Homeless Outreach

Ahikam Children’s Home Messenger College

WOW4/GirlTalk CAÑAS VERDES 
BOQUETE – PANAMA
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